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Note on chronology

It has been agreed to adopt the following method for writing dates. With
regard to prehistory, dates may be written in two different ways.

One way is by reference to the present era, that is, dates BP (before
present), the reference year being + 1950; all dates are negative in relation
to +1950.

The other way is by reference to the beginning of the Christian era.
Dates are represented in relation to the Christian era by a simple + or —
sign before the date. When referring to centuries, the terms BC and AD are
replaced by ‘before the Christian era’ and ‘of the Christian era’.

Some examples are as follows:

(i) 2300 BP= —3350
(ii) 2900 BC= —2900
AD 1800 = + 1800
(iii) sth century BC= 5th century before the Christian era
3rd century AD= 3rd century of the Christian era

ix
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Preface

AMADOU-MAHTAR M’BOW
Director-General of UNESCO (1974-1987)

For a long time, all kinds of myths and prejudices concealed the true
history of Africa from the world at large. African societies were looked
upon as societies that could have no history. In spite of important work
done by such pioneers as Leo Frobenius, Maurice Delafosse and Arturo
Labriola, as early as the first decades of this century, a great many non-
African experts could not rid themselves of certain preconceptions and
argued that the lack of written sources and documents made it impossible
to engage in any scientific study of such societies.

Although the Iliad and Odyssey were rightly regarded as essential sources
for the history of ancient Greece, African oral tradition, the collective
memory of peoples which holds the thread of many events marking their
lives, was rejected as worthless, In writing the history of a large part of
Africa, the only sources used were from outside the continent, and the final
product gave a picture not so much of the paths actually taken by the
African peoples as of those that the authors thought they must have taken.
Since the European Middle Ages were often used as a yardstick, modes of
production, social relations and political institutions were visualized only
by reference to the European past.

In fact, there was a refusal to see Africans as the creators of original
cultures which flowered and survived over the centuries in patterns of their
own making and which historians are unable to grasp unless they forgo
their prejudices and rethink their approach.

Furthermore, the continent of Africa was hardly ever looked upon as a
historical entity. On the contrary, emphasis was laid on everything likely
to lend credence to the idea that a split had existed, from time immemorial,
between a ‘white Africa’ and a ‘black Africa’, each unaware of the other’s
existence. The Sahara was often presented as an impenetrable space pre-
venting any intermingling of ethnic groups and peoples or any exchange
of goods, beliefs, customs and ideas between the societies that had grown
up on either side of the desert. Hermetic frontiers were drawn between the
civilizations of Ancient Egypt and Nubia and those of the peoples south
of the Sahara.

xxiii



Preface

It is true that the history of Africa north of the Sahara has been more
closely linked with that of the Mediterranean basin than has the history of
sub-Saharan Africa, but it is now widely recognized that the various
civilizations of the African continent, for all their differing languages and
cultures, represent, to a greater or lesser degree, the historical offshoots of
a set of peoples and societies united by bonds centuries old.

Another phenomenon which did great disservice to the objective study
of the African past was the appearance, with the slave trade and colon-
ization, of racial stereotypes which bred contempt and lack of understanding
and became so deep-rooted that they distorted even the basic concepts of
historiography. From the time when the notions of ‘white’ and ‘black’ were
used as generic labels by the colonialists, who were regarded as superior, the
colonized Africans had to struggle against both economic and psychological
enslavement. Africans were identifiable by the colour of their skin, they
had become a kind of merchandise, they were earmarked for hard labour
and eventually, in the minds of those dominating them, they came to
symbolize an imaginary and allegedly inferior Negro race. This pattern of
spurious identification relegated the history of the African peoples in many
minds to the rank of ethno-history, in which appreciation of the historical
and cultural facts was bound to be warped.

The situation has changed significantly since the end of the Second
World War and in particular since the African countries became inde-
pendent and began to take an active part in the life of the international
community and in the mutual exchanges that are its raison d’étre. An
increasing number of historians has endeavoured to tackle the study of
Africa with a more rigorous, objective and open-minded outlook by using —
with all due precautions — actual African sources. In exercising their right
to take the historical initiative, Africans themselves have felt a dcep-seated
need to re-establish the historical authenucxty of their societies on solid
foundations.

In this context, the 1mportance of the eight-volume General History of
Africa, which UNESCO is publishing, speaks for itself.

The experts from many countries working on this project began. by
laying down the theoretical and methodological basis for the History. They
have been at pains to call in question the over-simplifications arising from
a linear and restrictive conception of world history and to re-establish the
true facts wherever necessary and possible. They have endeavoured to
highlight the historical data that give a clearer picture of the evolution of
the different peoples of Africa in their specific socio-cultural setting.

To tackle this huge task, made all the more complex and difficult by the
vast range of sources and the fact that documents were widely scattered,
UNESCO has had to proceed by stages. The first stage, from 1965 to
1969, was devoted to gathering documentation and planning the work.
Operational assignments were conducted in the field and included cam-
paigns to collect oral traditions, the creation of regional documentation
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centres for oral traditions, the collection of unpublished manuscripts in
Arabic and Ajami (African languages written in Arabic script), the com-
pilation of archival inventories and the preparation of a Guide to the Sources
of the History of Africa, culled from the archives and libraries of the
countries of Europe and later published in eleven volumes. In addition,
meetings were organized to enable experts from Africa and other continents
to discuss questions of methodology and lay down the broad lines for the
project after careful examination of the available sources.

The second stage, which lasted from 1969 to 1971, was devoted to
shaping the History and linking its different parts. The purpose of the
international meetings of experts held in Paris in 1969 and Addis Ababa
in 1970 was to study and define the problems involved in drafting and
publishing the History; presentation in eight volumes, the principal edition
in English, French and Arabic, translation into African languages such as
Kiswahili, Hausa, Fulfulde, Yoruba or Lingala, prospective versions in
German, Russian, Portuguese, Spanish and Chinese, as well as abridged
editions designed for a wide African and international public.!

The third stage has involved actual drafting and publication. This
began with the appointment of the 39-member International Scientific
Committee, two-thirds African and one-third non-African, which assumes
intellectual responsibility for the History.

The method used is interdisciplinary and is based on a multi-faceted
approach and a wide variety of sources. The first among these is archae-
ology, which holds many of the keys to the history of African cultures and
civilizations. Thanks to archaeology, it is now acknowledged that Africa
was very probably the cradle of mankind and the scene — in the neolithic
period — of one of the first technological revolutions in history. Archaeology
has also shown that Egypt was the setting for one of the most brilliant
ancient civilizations of the world. But another very important source is
oral tradition, which, after being long despised, has now emerged as an
invaluable instrument for discovering the history of Africa, making it
possible to follow the movements of its different peoples in both space and
time, to understand the African vision of the world from the inside and to
grasp the original features of the values on which the cultures and insti-
tutions of the continent are based.

We are indebted to the International Scientific Committee in charge of
this General History of Africa, and to its Rapporteur and the editors and
authors of the various volumes and chapters, for having shed a new light
on the African past in its authentic and all-encompassing form and for
having avoided any dogmatism in the study of essential issues. Among
these issues we might cite; the slave trade, that ‘endlessly bleeding wound’,

1. Volumes I and II have been published in Arabic, Spanish, Korean, Portuguese,
Chinese and Italian; Volume I has been published in Kiswahili and Hausa; Volume II in
Hausa; Volume IV and Volume VII in Arabic, Spanish and Portuguese.

XXv



Preface

which was responsible for one of the cruellest mass deportations in the
history of mankind, which sapped the African continent of its life-blood
while contributing significantly to the economic and commercial expansion
of Europe; colonization, with all the effects it had on population, economics,
psychology and culture; relations between Africa south of the Sahara and
the Arab world; and, finally, the process of decolonization and nation-
building which mobilized the intelligence and passion of people still alive
and sometimes still active today. All these issues have been broached with
a concern for honesty and rigour which is not the least of the History’s
merits. By taking stock of our knowledge of Africa, putting forward a
variety of viewpoints on African cultures and offering a new reading of
history, the History has the signal advantage of showing up the light and
shade and of openly portraying the differences of opinion that may exist
between scholars.

By demonstrating the madequacy of the methodological approaches
which have long been used in research on Africa, this History calls for a
new and careful study of the twofold problem areas of historiography and
cultural identity, which are united by links of reciprocity. Like any historical
work of value, the History paves the way for a great deal of further research
on a variety of topics.

Tt is for this reason that the International Scientific Commlttee, in close
collaboration with UNESCO, decided to embark on additional studies in
an attempt to go deeper into a number of issues which will permit a clearer
understanding of certain aspects of the African past. The findings being
published in the series ‘UNESCO Studies and Documents — General
History of Africa’? will prove a useful supplement to the History, as will
the works planned on aspects of national or subregional history.

The General History sheds light both on the historical unity of Africa
and also its relations with the other continents, particularly the Americas
and the Caribbean. For a long time, the creative manifestations of the
descendants of Africans in the Americas were lumped together by some
historians as a heterogeneous collection of Africanisms. Needless to say,
this is not the attitude of the authors of the History, in which the resistance
of the slaves shipped to America, the constant and massive participation
of the descendants of Africans in the struggles for the initial independence
of America and in national liberation movements, are rightly perceived for
what they were: vigorous assertions of identity, which helped forge the

2. The following eleven volumes have already been published in this series: The peopling
of ancient Egypt and the deciphering of Meroitic script; The African slave trade from
the fifteenth to the nineteenth century; Historical relations across the Indian Ocean; The
historiography of Southern Africa; The decolonization of Africa: Southern Africa and the
Horn of Africa; African ethnonyms and toponyms; Historical and socio-cultural relations
between black Africa and the Arab world from 1935 to the present; The methodology of
contemporary African History; The Educational Process and Historiography in Africa; Africa
and the Second World War; Libya Antiqua.
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universal concept of mankind. Although the phenomenon may vary in
different places, it is now quite clear that ways of feeling, thinking, dreaming
and acting in certain nations of the western hemisphere have been marked
by their African heritage. The cultural inheritance of Africa is visible
everywhere, from the southern United States to northern Brazil, across the
Caribbean and on the Pacific seaboard. In certain places it even underpins
the cultural identity of some of the most important elements of the popu-
lation.

The History also clearly brings out Africa’s relations with southern Asia
across the Indian Ocean and the African contributions to other civilizations
through mutual exchanges.

I am convinced that the efforts of the peoples of Africa to conquer or
strengthen their independence, secure their development and assert their
cultural characteristics, must be rooted in historical awareness renewed,
keenly felt and taken up by each succeeding generation.

My own background, the experience I gained as a teacher and as chair-
man, from the early days of independence, of the first commission set up to
reform history and geography curricula in some of the countries of West and
Central Africa, taught me how necessary it was for the education of young
people and for the information of the public at large to have a history book
produced by scholars with inside knowledge of the problems and hopes of
Africa and with the ability to apprehend the continent in its entirety.

For all these reasons, UNESCO’s goal will be to ensure that this
General History of Africa is widely disseminated in a large number of
languages and is used as a basis for producing children’s books, school
textbooks and radio and television programmes. Young people, whether
schoolchildren or students, and adults in Africa and elsewhere will thus be
able to form a truer picture of the African continent’s past and the factors
that explain it, as well as a fairer understanding of its cultural heritage and
its contribution to the general progress of mankind. The History should
thus contribute to improved international co-operation and stronger soli-
darity among peoples in their aspirations to justice, progress and peace.
This is, at least, my most cherished hope.

It remains for me to express my deep gratitude to the members of the
International Scientific Committee, the Rapporteur, the different volume
editors, the authors and all those who have collaborated in this tremendous
undertaking. The work they have accomplished and the contribution they
~have made plainly go to show how people from different backgrounds but
all imbued with the same spirit of goodwill and enthusiasm in the service
of universal truth can, within the international framework provided by
UNESCO, bring to fruition a project of considerable scientific and cultural
import. My thanks also go to the organizations and governments whose
generosity has made it possible for UNESCO to publish this Histery in
different languages and thus ensure that it will have the worldwide impact
it deserves and thereby serve the international community as a whole.
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Description of the Project

B. A. OGOT*

President, International Scientific Committee
for the Drafting of a General History of Africa (1978-1983)

The General Conference of UNESCO at its 16th Session instructed the
Director-General to undertake the drafting of a General History of Aftica.
The enormous task of implementing the project was entrusted to an
International Scientific Committee which was established by the Executive
Board in 1970. This Committee, under the Statutes adopted by the Execu-
tive Board of UNESCOQ in 1971, is composed of thirty-nine members (two-
thirds of whom are African and one-third non-African) serving in their
personal capacity and appointed by the Director-General of UNESCO for
the duration of the Committee’s mandate.

The first task of the Committee was to define the principal characteristics
of the work. These were defined at the first session of the Committee as
follows: ‘

(a) Although aiming at the highest possible scientific level, the history does
not seek to be exhaustive and is a work of synthesis avoiding dogmatism.
In many respects, it is a statement of problems showing the present state
of knowledge and the main trends in research, and it does not hesitate to
show divergencies of views where these exist. In this way, it prepares the
ground for future work.

(b) Africa is considered in this work as a totality. The aim is to show the
historical relationships between the various parts of the continent, too
frequently subdivided in works published to date. Africa’s historical con-
nections with the other continents receive due attention, these connections
being analysed in terms of mutual exchanges and multilateral influences,
bringing out, in its appropriate light, Africa’s contribution to the history
of mankind.

(c) The General History of Africa is, in particular, a history of ideas and
civilizations, societies and institutions. It is based on a wide variety of
sources, including oral tradition and art forms.

(d) The History is viewed essentially from the inside. Although a scholarly
work, it is also, in large measure, a faithful reflection of the way in

* During the Sixth Plenary Session of the International Scientific Committee for the

Drafting of a General History of Africa (Brazzaville, 1983), an election of the new Bureau
was held and Professor Ogot was replaced by Professor Albert Adu Boahen.

XXix



Description of the Project

which African authors view their own civilization. While prepared in an
international framework and drawing to the full on the present stock of
scientific knowledge, it should also be a vitally important element in the
recognition of the African heritage and should bring out the factors making
for unity in the continent. This effort to view things from within is the
novel feature of the project and should, in addition to its scientific quality,
give it great topical significance. By showing the true face of Africa, the
History could, in an era absorbed in economic and technical struggles, offer
a particular conception of human values.

The Committee has decided to present the work covering over three
million years of African history in eight volumes, each containing about
eight hundred pages of text with illustrations, photographs, maps and line
drawings. ‘

A chief editor, assisted if necessary by one or two assistant editors, is
responsible for the preparation of each volume. The editors are elected by
the Committee either from among its members or from outside by a
two-thirds majority. They are responsible for preparing the volumes in
accordance with the decisions and plans adopted by the Committee. On
scientific matters, they are accountable to the Committee or, between two
sessions of the Committee, to its Bureau for the contents of the volumes,
the final version of the texts, the illustrations and, in general, for all
scientific and technical aspects of the History. The Bureau ultimately
approves the final manuscript. When it considers the manuscript ready for
publication, it transmits it to the Director-General of UNESCO. Thus the
Committee, or the Bureau between committee sessions, remains fully in
charge of the project. ‘

Each volume consists of some thirty chapters. Each chapter is the work
of a principal author assisted, if necessary, by one or two collaborators.
The authors are selected by the Committee on the basis of their curricula
vitae. Preference is given to African authors, provided they have requisite
qualifications. Special effort is also made to ensure, as far as possible, that
all regions of the continent, as well as other regions having historical or
cultural ties with Africa, are equitably represented among the authors.

When the editor of a volume has approved texts of chapters, they are
then sent to all members of the Committee for criticism. In addition, the
text of the volume editor is submitted for examination to a Reading
Committee, set up within the International Scientific Committee on the
basis of the members’ fields of competence. The Reading Committee
analyses the chapters from the standpoint of both substance and form. The
Bureau then gives final approval to the manuscripts.

Such a seemingly long and involved procedure has proved necessary,
since it provides the best possible guarantee of the scientific objectivity of
the General History of Africa. There have, in fact, been instances when the
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Bureau has rejected manuscripts or insisted on major revisions or even
reassigned the drafting of a chapter to another author. Occasionally, special-
ists in a particular period of history or in a particular question are consulted
to put the finishing touches to a volume.

The work will be published first in a hard-cover edition in English,
French and Arabic, and later in paperback editions in the same languages.
An abridged version in English and French will serve as a basis for
translation into African languages. The Committee has chosen Kiswahili
and Hausa as the first African languages into which the work will be
translated.

Also, every effort will be made to ensure publication of the General
History of Africa in other languages of wide international currency such as
Chinese, Portuguese, Russian, German, Italian, Spanish, Japanese, etc.

It is thus evident that this is a gigantic task which constitutes an immense
challenge to African historians and to the scholarly community at large, as
well as to UNESCO under whose auspices the work is being done. For
the writing of a continental history of Africa, covering the last three million
years, using the highest canons of scholarship and involving, as it must do,
scholars drawn from diverse countries, cultures, ideologies and historical
traditions, is surely a complex undertaking. It constitutes a continental,
international and interdisciplinary project of great proportions.

In conclusion, I would like to underline the significance of this work for
Africa and for the world. At a time when the peoples of Africa are striving
towards unity and greater co-operation in shaping their individual destinies,
a proper understanding of Africa’s past, with an awareness of common ties
among Africans and between Africa and other continents, should not only
be a major contribution towards mutual understanding among the people
of the earth, but also a source of knowledge of a cultural heritage that
belongs to all mankind.
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The struggle for
international

trade and its implications
for Africa

M. MALOWIST

Introduction

In 1500 the geo-political map of the world revealed the existence of a
number of major, relatively autonomous regions which were to some degree
interlinked either through trade or through conflict. First, there was the
Far East represented by Japan and China which, together with the Pacific
and Indian Ocean regions covering the Molucca Islands, Borneo, Sumatra
and India itself, were the world’s source of spices. Next, was the Middle
East which covered a vast area including the Arabian peninsula, the Safawid
empire and the Ottoman empire which was soon to include North Africa.
Then there was Europe with its Slavs, Scandinavians, Germans, Anglo-
Saxons and Latins, all of whom still remained confined within its borders.
Finally, there was Africa with its Mediterranean seaboard in the north and
its Red Sea and Indian Ocean coastlines which were becoming increasingly
. involved in the international trade with the Far East and the Orient.

The period from 1500 to 1800 was to witness the establishment of a new
Atlantic-oriented geo-economic system, with its triangular trading pattern
linking Europe, Africa and the Americas. With the opening up of Atlantic
trade, Europe — particularly Western Europe — gained ascendancy over the
Americas and African societies. Henceforth, Europe was to play a leading
role in the accumulation of capital generated by trade and plunder on a
worldwide scale. The emigration of Europeans to trading settlements in
Africa and the territories of North and South America gave rise to the
establishment of supporting overseas economies. These were to play a
decisive long-term role through their contribution to Western Europe’s
rise to power over the rest of the world.

The period from 1450 to 1630 is recognized in the historical sciences as
a phase of considerable economic, political and cultural expansion in most
European countries, particularly in western and south-western Europe. As
time went on, Europe became more markedly divided into the economically
advanced north-west, the less developed countries of the Iberian peninsula,
and the vast areas of central and eastern Europe which, although not
without development, were becoming more and more dependent on western
markets.
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This was also a period of overseas expansion into the vast territories
bordering the Atlantic and even into the Pacific. From the beginning of
the sixteenth century, the African coast was one such area, although the
situation in North Africa differed from that in the sub-Saharan region.
Competition in the basin of the Mediterranean was strong between Spain,
Portugal, France and Muslim North Africa. Also, the Ottoman empire was
gaining more and more influence. In 1517, the Ottomans conquered Egypt
and subsequently subjugated a large part of the Arab peninsula, gradually
establishing their rule over Tripoli, Tunis and Algiers, where Ottoman
Regencies developed under Turkish protectorates. These constituted a
great danger to European navigation and to the southern coasts of Italy
and Spain. In Morocco, however, the Portuguese managed to dominate a
large part of the coast as far as Agadir (Santa Cruz du Cap d’Aguer) and
Safi, while the Castilians established bases in Tlemcen and Oran.!

These conquests were of great importance as they gave the Portuguese
control of the termini of some long-established and important gold- and
slave-trade routes from Western Sudan through the Sahara and the
Maghrib to the Mediterranean. The termini of other important routes,
running both latitudinally and longitudinally, were under the control of
the Turks and of the more or less autonomous representatives of the
Ottoman Porte in Africa — Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli. Portugal’s control
of the trade termini came after almost a century of expansion in West
Africa and ensured that part of the gold and slave cargoes — previously sent
in their entirety to the Muslim world — were intercepted by the Europeans.?
The decrease in the supply of gold to the Maghrib resulting from the
European expansion in Africa is a2 matter which should be investigated
further. It seems likely that the results of such investigations would make
the conquest of the curve of the River Niger by the Moroccans in 1591
more comprehensible; this conquest enabled the latter to control certain
gold- and slave-trade routes running from West Africa to the Maghrib and
Egypt. The famous campaign of Djudar Pasha is a typical example of the
great conquests so characteristic of the sixteenth century. Itis worth adding
that Djudar Pasha himself was a renegade of Iberian background, that his
army was dominated by similar types. These renegades brought with them
the tradition of the Spanish and Portuguese conquests.®

The opinion of the age — that the coasts of West and East Africa would
long remain under the economic and political domination of Portugal —
was to be confirmed. Portugal also exerted a certain cultural influence on
its black trading partners. Throughout the fifteenth and the early sixteenth
centuries the Portuguese established numerous trading posts on the West
African coast and made the coastal population and its rulers permanently
interested in trade with the Europeans. After 1481—2 the most important

1. See ch. g below.

2. V. de Magalhies Godinho, 1969, pp. 184, 217.
3. See ch. 2z below.
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place on the Gold Coast was the fortress of El Mina. Other trading posts
also grew up in that region, such as Axim, Shamma and Accra. When
setting up trading posts the Portuguese sought the permission of the local
African rulers and, through various payments, tried to win their goodwill.

In East Africa, methods were different with the Portuguese crushing the
defences of Sofala, Mombasa and other coastal towns, leaving garrisons
there and levying taxes for the King of Portugal. At the same time, the
Portuguese tried to take over the gold, ivory and metals trade between the
coast, its hinterland and India. The profitability of the different factories
and Portuguese trading posts in Africa varied. In the early sixteenth
century, trade in El Mina, at the mouth of the River Gambia in Sierra
Leone and in Sofala, brought large profits mainly from the purchase of
cheap gold and also from the trade in slaves supplied from the hinterland.
Arguin — the oldest Portuguese factory — continued to lose importance,
however.*

Trade with Africa brought Portugal great profit. According to J. Licio
De Azevedo’s calculations, the Crown gains, which had amounted to some
60 million Portuguese reals in the 1480s, reached 200 million reals during
the rule of King Manuel (1491—1521) and at least 279.5 million reals by
1534.° This increase was undoubtedly achieved through profits from trade
not only with India but also to a large extent with Africa. Moreover, the
considerable inflow of African gold made it possible for John II and his
successor, Manuel, to stabilize their silver coinage, to mint the ¢ruzados —
a high-value gold coin — and, more importantly, to expand the fleet and
the state and colonial administration.® This fact was of great significance,
not only politically but also socially, as it opened opportunities for the
aristocracy and gentry to obtain numerous prestigious and profitable offices.
Former opposition from the aristocracy to the centralistic policies of the
monarchs was thus eliminated and the state became a more cohesive entity.

Trade with Africa, and subsequently with India, accelerated the develop-
ment of the Portuguese trader class which had been relatively weak even
in the fifteenth century. Thus, Portugal might have been thought — in the
early sixteenth century — to have entered upon a path of lasting economic
and political expansion. However, its backward and sluggish socio-econ-
omic structure eventually prevented this from happening. Overseas expan-
sion necessitated large financial outlay and the purchase of gold and slaves
depended on supplying Africa with large quantities of iron, brass and
copper goods, cheap textiles and some silver, foodstuffs and salt. These
goods were not produced in Portugal but had to be bought from foreign
visitors or in Bruges and, later, from the major European trade centres at
that time. The expansion of the fleet depended on the import of timber
and other forest products, mainly from the Baltic countries which also

4. V. de Magalhdes Godinho, 1969, pp. 185-8.

5. V. de Magalhies Godinho, 1978, Vol. II, pp. 51—72.
6. M. Malowist, 1969, p. 219.
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supplied some grain — deficient in Portugal since the fourteenth century.’
This matter has still not been fully investigated but obviously much of the
profit from foreign trade would have been allotted to the purchase of the
foreign goods needed for economic exchange in Africa. Portugal was unable
to develop its own production because of its weak demographic potential
(in 1550 it had only 1.4 million inhabitants)® and the severe competition
from foreign, particularly industrial goods, long popular on the Portuguese
market.-

.Europe’s economic boom triggered a gradual rise in prxces from the
1470s. During the second half of the sixteenth century this rise became
enormous, affecting mainly agricultural products and industrial goods. The
relationship between the rise in prices and the increase in Portugal’s profits
from overseas trade has not yet been investigated — although it seems that
it was not to Portugal’s benefit. Monopoly of trade with Africa or India
helped but little. Besides, it had been instigated on quite different economic
premises. The high expenditure associated with overseas expansion was
profitable only when the Portuguese could impose on their black trading
partners terms of trade profitable to themselves — that is, buying cheap and
selling dear. This, however, made it necessary to limit or even exclude
from the trading ports immigrants from Europe, particularly from countries
other than Portugal. To this end, a strong fleet had to be maintained to
deter European rivals heading for Africa. This was a costly enterprise
which proved almost beyond Portugal’s means to attain.’

By the 1470s, Portugal among others was already engaged in armed
conflict with Castile. The outcome, thanks to the temporary supremacy of
the Portuguese fleet and to diplomatic manoeuvres, was the elimination of
Castile from West Africa by the treaties of Alcagovas and Tordesillas in
1481 and 1493, and the granting to Portugal by Pope Alexander VI of
exclusive rights for economic and political expansion in the south-eastern
Atlantic. The discovery and conquest of America — and European politics
in general — turned Castile’s attention away from African affairs. Relations
between Portugal and its other rivals on the West African coast and
subsequently in East Africa developed differently, however, particularly as
those rivals were countries more economically advanced than Portugal.

The Portuguese rulers, John IT and Manuel, were compelled to seek
support for their colonial activities among the big financiers of Italy and
south Germany. The Italians, particularly those from Florence, who had
settled in Lisbon and Antwerp or had commercial agents there, put large
sums in cash or goods at the disposal of the Portuguese rulers. These loans
were subsequently repayed by cash or goods imported from overseas. From
the 1480s and possibly earlier, some of those bankers, such as Bartolomeo
Mar-Chioni, Sernigi and others, became actively engaged in trade with

7. A. Da Silva Costa Lobo, 1904, p. 83.

8. V. de Magalhies Godinho, 1978, Vol. I, p. 25.
9. ibid., pp. 185—203.
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Africa and rewarded the Portuguese kings adequately. The Portuguese
king’s accounts from Bruges and subsequently Antwerp reveal that there
were strong financial links between the Crown and major firms such as
those of Frescobaldi, Affaitati and Fuggers.!® In the first stage of expansion,
the Portuguese rulers managed to monopolize the importation of gold from
Africa and, to a large extent, the slave trade — or at least its indirect profits.
This was done by a system of costly trading licences granted mainly to
Portuguese traders and to foreigners more rarely. During difficult periods,
the Portuguese Crown often gave traders its rights in Africa, with the
exception of El Mina. The geographical limits of the area in which trading
was allowed were specified on the licences.

In the mid-1520s the Portuguese encountered their first difficulties in
the purchase of gold, even in the region of El Mina.! It is probable that
the Portuguese were by then already unable to supply the coast of Africa
with enough goods to keep gold supplies steady. There is no doubt that
vast resources of gold still existed in the hinterland of El Mina and Accra
but the situation favoured Portugal’s European rivals, namely the French,
English and Dutch who had more capital at their disposal. Moreover, they
traded in goods mostly produced in their own countries, not imported.
Finally, neither France, England nor Holland was yet burdened by an
overdeveloped administration controlling its overseas trade and colonies.
The Portuguese apparatus was both costly and slow to adapt to the changes
so characteristic of overseas trade. Traders arriving in Africa from France,
England or Holland were able to supply more goods than the Portuguese
and sell them more cheaply. Sources dating from the 1570s prove that
although the Portuguese understood thissituation they were unable toalterit.

The slave trade

Portugal was initially attracted to Black Africa by its gold, previously
exported to the Islamic countries. The Portuguese, however, soon dis-
covered a second African product attractive to Europeans, namely slaves.
Though slavery in Africa differed from that known to Europeans, the
tradition of exporting slaves to the Arab countries was an old one in large
parts of the continent, particularly Sudan. This tradition seems to have
facilitated somewhat the organization — during the 1400s and 15008 — of
regular purchases of slaves by the Portuguese from a large part of West
Africa, particularly Senegambia, a long-standing economic partner of the
Maghrib. The Portuguese, who penetrated farther and farther inland in
the south-eastern part of West Africa, successfully applied the trade
methods used in Senegambia. Realizing success depended on the co-
operation of local chiefs and traders, they worked to interest them in the
slave trade. The Portuguese also realized that such trade would lead to

10. C. Verlinden, 1957, pp. 624—5; V. Rau, 1966.

11. M. Malowist, 1969, pp. 492, 500.
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increased fighting between peoples and states, because prisoners of war
soon became the main subject of the trade. The Portuguese soon abandoned
their moral objections to the slave trade, believing, as did many in Europe,
that it enabled blacks to reach salvation whereas had they remained in their
own countries, they would as non-Christians have been damned to eternal
perdition,

Soon another argument for the slave trade was propounded — that blacks
were descended from Ham, who had been cursed, and for that reason were
condemned to permanent slavery.'”? Such ideological motivations should
not be underestimated. It should be added here that black slaves appeared
in Europe at a time when trade in white slaves from the Black Sea zone
was almost dead. From this time on slaves were identified as Negroes,
other representatives of the black race being unknown.

Throughout the 1400s and early 1500s, the main market for ‘the black
merchandise’ was Europe, particularly Portugal and the Spanish countries
and, to a certain extent, islands in the Atlantic such as Madeira, the
Canaries, the Cape Verde Islands and subsequently St Thomas Island —
although the number of slaves transported to these islands was limited by
the small size of the islands themselves. The main incentive for the slave
trade in Madeira, the Cape Verde Islands and, in particular, St Thomas
Island was the introduction of the cultivation of sugar cane and cotton.
Slavery could not develop to any great extent on the European continent
because there was no economic reason for it. The Africans who were
brought into Portugal and the Spanish countries were mainly employed as
domestic servants or semi-skilled artisans in the towns. There is no evidence
that Africans played an important role in agriculture, the foundation of
Europe’s economy. V. de Magalhies Godinho estimated the number of
slaves brought from Arguin between 1451 and 1505 as between 25 0oo and
40 000."% The export of slaves from other parts of Africa was minimal then,
except to Muslim countries. According to Curtin’s estimates, the number
of slaves taken from Africa by the Europeans between 1451 and 16co
amounted to about 274 goo. Of these Europe and the Atlantic islands took
about 149 000, Spanish America about 75000 and Brazil about 50000."
These figures are characteristic of the early period of the Atlantic slave
trade — prior to the great development of the plantation system in the New
World. They corroborate the thesis that it was the discovery of America
and its economic development by the whites that gave impetus to the
trade. The enormous shortage of labour in Spanish colonies where local
populations were already too few to carry out the heavy production tasks
demanded by the Spaniards is currently seen as the main reason.'

12. This was the opinion of many Portuguese writers. E. de Zurara, 1949, chs 7, 14, 25
and 38; J. De Barros and I. De Asia, 1937, p. 8o.

13. V. de Magalhdes Godinho, 1962, p. 193.

14. P. D. Curtin, 1973, p. 259, Table 7.1.

15. See ch. 4 below.
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Certainly, in early modern times large numbers of blacks were concentrated
in those areas of the American lowlands with a tropical climate. However,
any attempts at large-scale black recruitment into the mining industry in
the high Andes were unsuccessful, though great masses of Indian labourers
managed to survive there. At the peak of Potosi’s development in the late
1500s the number of Africans there was only about 5000 out of a total
population of about 150 000.'¢ Again, an attempt to recruit them to mining
failed. .

The first Africans in America were brought there from Europe by the
Conquistadores. They were slaves mainly from Senegambia and either had
been brought to Europe previously, or had been born there. They were
called /adinos in America because they knew Spanish or Portuguese, and
were at least partly influenced by the civilization of the Iberian countries.
They were highly thought of| contrary to the bozales, who had been brought
directly from Africa and had been influenced by quite a different culture.!’
The demand for black labour was already great in the Antilles in the early
1500s and grew rapidly with the territorial expansion following the Spanish
conquests. Because of the high mortality rate of the Indians, and the largely
unsuccessful defence of their interests by the Castilian clergy and the
Crown, the demand for labour increased steadily and supplies of black
slaves — from Europe and, above all, Africa — became a major concern for
the new lords of America.

The Portuguese in Africa also had major problems. Throughout the
fifteenth century they had been increasingly interested in buying slaves
and, during the 1500s and later, those territories which could supply large
numbers of slaves became more and more attractive to them. This was the
basis for Portuguese expansion in Congo (which had no gold and silver)
from the early sixteenth century, and their subsequent conquest of Angola,
preceded by the rapid development of the slave trade in the island of
Luanda. The need for large numbers of slaves also affected the settlers in
St Thomas Island who wanted them for their own plantations and to sell
to the Spanish American colonies and also, from the late sixteenth century,
to Portuguese Brazil. The size of Brazil’s black population was only several
thousand by the late 1500s but the following century saw an increase in this
number to 400 000/450 000, an increase associated with the development of
the sugar-cane plantations.’

The conquest of America and the demand for black labour also created
great problems for the Castilian Crown. While it was necessary to ensure
supplies of slaves for the colonists it was also clear that this was a source
of great profit to the Royal Treasury through the costly licencing system.
(Licences were granted by the Castilian Crown and importers undertook
to bring in a certain number of slaves for the colonists within a certain

16. J. Wolff, 1964, pp. 15869, 172—4.

17. R. Mellafe, 1975, pp. 14, 15, 19, 21.

18. F. Mauro, 1960, pp. 179—8o0.
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time, usually five years.) The price of the licence rose steadily as the
demand for slaves grew. R. Mellafe correctly maintains that the Crown
willingly granted import licences for huge numbers of slaves because the
larger the number the higher the fee.'® The first to obtain licences — often
monopolistic — included aristocrats close to the throne, such as Charles V’s
Chancellor, Gouvenet, in 1518, and also great capitalists, such as the
Welser family, Heinrich Ehinger and Jerome Seiler in 1528,% probably in
connection with their settlement and mining plans in Venezuela. There
were Africans in Venezuela from an early date brought there by financiers
as well as Conquistadores and others who bought them as slaves from the
Portuguese in Africa or Europe. It was, however, unavoidable that potential
slave traders would try to eliminate the costly offices of the Portuguese and
to intercept both the purchase and sales of ‘the black merchandise’. In
Africa those who wanted to break into the trade had to overcome obstacles
set by the Portuguese, while in America they had to resort to contraband
trade as the Castilian Crown permitted only those to whom it had granted
licences to import slaves. This was not an insurmountable difficulty,
however, as the Spanish colonists in America were permanently short of
labour and were therefore willing to buy workers from smugglers. Slaves
were brought in through illegal harbours — a procedure favoured by the
Spanish colonial officers who derived an additional source of income from
bribes. Foreigners found the system particularly attractive as they were
often paid in gold or silver, the private export of which from Spanish
America was officially allowed only as far as Seville and Cadiz, the centres
of the strong Castilian colonial administration. Private people were in
principle prohibited from exporting gold and silver from Spain.

. Thus, all seemed to favour increased exports of blacks from Africa to
America, except that the trade only really boomed when the great sugar-
cane plantations began to be established. It transpired quite quickly that
in both Spanish America and, subsequently, in Brazil that the Indian
population could not stand the steady hard work on the plantations, whereas
Africans made excellent plantation labourers. In mining their role seems
to have been only small, with the possible exception of mines on the island
of San Domingo, in Venezuela and in certain other tropical territories in
Mexico.

Hence from the early 1500s, but more particularly from 1550, Africa
played an extremely important though undesirable role as a supplier of
labour and of some gold to the developing world economy.

It is worth mentioning, however, that the Portuguese position was
becoming more precarious. In Morocco, they suffered severe blows from
the Sa‘adi sharifs’ holy war against the infidels. In 1541 the Portuguese lost
Agadir and soon after were compelled through financial difficulties to give
up almost all their Moroccan ports. The year 1560 witnessed the first

19. R. Mellafe, 1975, p. 39.
20. G. Scelle, 1906, Vol. I, pp. 122-36.
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bankruptcy of the Portuguese Crown. The maintenance of a colonial empire
while bringing enormous profits to part of the aristocracy, the gentry and
some traders, had ruined the Crown and its Treasury and had laid an
increasing burden on many of the population.

Arrival of new European powers

From the 1520s, the French — and from the 15505 the English, too —
became dangerous rivals of the Portuguese in Africa. From the late sixteenth
century, however, the Dutch became even more dangerous. Initially, only
individual French traders, such as the well-known Jean Ango of Dieppe,
or individual trading companies, were active. In the trade with Africa
neither the French King nor the English Crown were directly involved. In
1531, 1537 and 1539 Francis I even tried unsuccessfully to stop his subjects
from making expeditions to Africa as he was wary of straining relations
with Portugal at a time when France was in sharp conflict with the Spanish
Habsburgs. Traders from Rouen, La Rochelle and Dieppe had sent ships
to Africa even earlier. In 1525 the King of the Congo captured a small
French ship and delivered it with its crew to the Portuguese.”! French
expansion was at its strongest in the region of Cape Verde and Senegal
where the French often looted Portuguese ships returning with a cargo of
African gold or goods from India. Many other French ports, such as Le
Havre and Honfleur, participated in this French expansion during the
sixteenth century. Nantes gradually came to dominate this trade. In the last
quarter of the sixteenth century the position of the French in Senegambia
became very strong, particularly in such centres as Gorée, Portudal, Joal
and Rufisque (Rio Fresco) in Wolof country. The French brought with
them textiles from Normandy and Brittany, spirits and metal goods, and
possibly firearms. The latter seem to have made the situation favourable
for the French, because the Portuguese Crown for a long time and very
stubbornly prohibited imports of firearms to Africa, whereas the local
rulers were very eager to get weapons. The French bought mostly gold
and ivory, and also malaguetta pepper, hides and palm oil. Slaves were not
yet important to them. They were dangerous rivals to the Portuguese on
the Pepper and Gold Coasts in the mid-sixteenth century,? apparently
importing many more goods than the Portuguese. This was particularly
painful for the Portuguese in the region of El Mina where in 1556, for
example, the French and English brought in so many goods and sold them
at such low prices that the Portuguese agent in El Mina was unable to
buy any gold.?® This was exceptional, however, and the position of the
Portuguese soon improved again. During the religious wars in Europe,
French expansion may have weakened somewhat but this has not yet been

21. A. Brasio, 1952, Vol. I, pp. 138, 153.

22. C. A. Julien, 1948, p. 177; G. Martin, 1948, p. 4.

23. G. Martin, 1948; J. W. Blake, 1942.
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corroborated. Some firearms were apparently sold to local rulers on the
Cameroon coast but the position of the French was strongest in Senegal
where they often co-operated with the tangomdos, emigrants from the Cape
Verde Islands and predominantly mulatto. They pushed the Portuguese
out of the estuaries of the Rivers Senegal and Gambia, only to be pushed
out in turn by the English at the end of the sixteenth century.?

English expansion in Africa in the sixteenth century was similar to that
of the French. Initially they had lively economic contacts with Morocco,
following the expulsion of the Portuguese after 1541 from most of their
Atlantic ports which were then left open to the ships of other European
countries. In the 1550s and the early 1560s, English trading companies
sent several expeditions, reports of which have survived. They visited the
West African shores as far as the Gulf of Benin, buying mostly gold, hides
and small numbers of slaves. Portuguese reports reveal that by the late
1500s the English were in contact with the population of the Gold Coast,
though they do not seem to have been greatly interested in the slave trade.?
Even as late as 1623, Richard Jobson refused to buy black slaves in the
region of the Lower Gambia, though the Portuguese were quite active
there and co-operating with African traders.?® Little is yet known about
English expansion in other regions of West Africa. However, by 1600 their
position was very strong on the fringes of Senegambia, whence they had
ousted both the Portuguese and the French. In 1588 the first English
company for trading with Guinea was established mainly by merchants
from London and Exeter already active in trading expeditions to the mouth
of the River Gambia.?” There is no evidence, however, that this company
developed to any great size. Possibly the English found that looting Castil-
ian ships on Atlantic waters was, at the end of the sixteenth century, more
profitable than trading with Africa.

It was at exactly this time that the Dutch made their appearance on the
shores of Africa. They were then in a state of war with Spain and repudiated
the Pope’s subdivision of the Atlantic. They treated Portugal, which was
then ruled by Philip II, as an enemy state. The huge capital amassed by
traders and their strong fleet made it possible for the Dutch to develop
their expansion in India and Africa on a scale not yet achieved by the
English or the French. A Dutch scholar, H. Terpestra, believed that
the expeditions to the African countries had initially been organized by
companies launched predominantly by medium-scale traders, interested in
a quick return of capital. Expeditions to the East Indies were, however,
organized by major capitalists, often rich emigrants from Antwerp, who
could invest their capital for longer periods.?

24. L. Silveira, 1946, pp. 16, 17, 35—7, 44-6.

25. T. S. Willan, 1959, pp. 947, 139; J. W. Blake, 1942, pp. 129, 133, 138, 150-5.
26. R. Jobson, 1623, p. 112.

27. Cf. note 25 above.

28. H. Terpestra, 1960, pp. 341, 342.
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From 1593 to 1607, about 200 ships sailed to Africa from Holland, and
in 1610 and 1611 about twenty ships a year were apparently expedited. In
1594 and 1595 the Dutch came to Gorée. A few years later they reached
the Cape of Benin where they bought cotton textiles and cowry shells
which they took to the Gold Coast where they exchanged them for gold
and silver. In 1611 the Dutch built the port of Nassau in Moree on the
Gold Coast, their first fortified trading post on the West African coast.
They also developed trade with the Accra region.” The Portuguese were
- no rivals for the Dutch who could supply large quantities of goods at low
prices because of their wealth and their efficient trade networks. In this
respect they had the edge over the English and the French. Dutch imports
into West Africa consisted of iron, brass, copper and tin ware, cheap textiles
of diverse origin, spirits, weapons, various adornments, goods of everyday
use and even spectacles which enjoyed varying popularity. As a result of
these imports (the large-scale character of which was such a surprise to
Pieter de Marees in 1601—2)* supplies of gold from the interior to the
Gold Coast increased again, predominantly to the benefit of the Dutch.
The Dutch also imported to Africa sugar from St Thomas Island: they
dominated this trade for some time, transporting the semi-finished product
to the refineries of Amsterdam.3!

Dutch expansion in West Africa developed more or less spontaneously.
In 1617 the Dutch were so strong in Senegambia that they were a dominant
force in the island of Gorée and had largely eliminated not only the
Portuguese but also the English and the French from trade in Joal, Portudal
and Rufisque. They held their strong position for over fifty years. At the
same time their ships visited Loango, the Congo and Angola. Initially, like
the English and the French, they were little interested in the slave trade.
The turn of the sixteenth century, however, heralded a new phase of
European expansion in Africa in which the slave trade grew in significance
to become of the utmost importance to the Dutch as well. This phase
began with the purchase of slaves in El Mina, Accra, Arda, Benin and the
Nile delta and also Calabar, Gabon and Cameroon. The slaves were sold
in return for sugar to the plantations on St Thomas Island (then occupied
by the Dutch) or were transported to Brazil. From the area around the
mouth of the River Senegal, the Dutch sent the Wolof, who — according
to O. Dapper — were thought to possess great physical strength and be
well-suited to work on the plantations.?? The conquest of Angola in 1641
was closely associated with the labour needs of the Dutch in Brazil, thus
following the Portuguese model.** Though the Dutch lost north-eastern
Brazil and were also ousted from Angola in 1648, the close association of

29. K. Ratelband, 1953, pp. XXI-XXV, LXXV, LXXXIII; P. de Marees, 1912.
30. P. de Marees, 1912, pp. 45, 46, 51—4.

31. K. Ratelband, 1953, pp. XCV, CXV, 114, 118, etc.

32. ibid., pp. 8, 10, 27-35, 40-61; O. Dapper andA F. C. Ryder, 1965

33- M. Malow1st 1969, p. 569.
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the two territories, based on slave-trading, continued until the nineteenth
century.

Throughout this period, East Africa was of little interest to the Euro-
peans. The Portuguese, who dominated Sofala and who politically sub-
ordinated other coastal towns, did not penetrate into the interior. They
reached no farther than Tete and Sena on the River Zambezi, where they
bought small quantities of gold on the local market.* Supplies of gold and
possibly other goods from the hinterland to the coast had already dimin-
ished by the mid-sixteenth century, and there is nothing to indicate that
they increased subsequently. The reduction in the supplies of gold to
Sofala had a bad effect on the position of such towns as Kilwa, Mombasa
and Malindi, which — prior to the arrival of the Portuguese — had been
active in supplying gold and other goods to traders from India and Arabia.
This decline may have been caused by the dislocation of Muslim trade on
the East African coast, but it also seems likely that some political dis-
turbances took place along the trade routes linking the ports with the
hinterland.®® This matter calls for further investigation. Attempts by the
coastal inhabitants to secure the intervention of the Turks from the Arab
Peninsula against the Portuguese miscarried. The expansion from the
seventeenth century of the Imamate of Oman to the East African coasts
and islands brought about some changes in the late 1600s, confining
Portuguese power to Mozambique alone.’® However, it was not till the late
eighteenth and the nineteenth centuries that these changes became very
marked.

It should be added here that in the southern tip of Africa the first signs
of European expansion appeared during the seventeenth century in the
form of colonies of Dutch (and German) peasants, called the Boers, who
were settlers sponsored by the Dutch East India Company. However, this
phenomenon was insignificant during the seventeenth century and even
long after. Nonetheless, the pressure of the Boers on the San which turned
them into slaves, drove them off their lands and almost exterminated them,
was a dangerous omen for the African population.’’

Africa as a reservoir of labour

P. D. Curtin estimates that between 1451 and about 1600, 274 goo blacks
were brought to America. Over the next few years this number increased
to I 341 100 to reach 6 million in the eighteenth century. Of these, according
to estimates by F. Maura accepted by P.D. Curtin, some 400 000 to 450 000
slaves were imported to Brazil between 1575 and 1675 In the eighteenth

34- J Licio De Azevedo, 1947, pp. 189—201; V. de Magalhaes Godinho, 1969, pp. 253—
35. V de Magalhdes Godinho, 1962 pp- 272-3-

36. ibid., p. 273. R. Oliver and G. Mathew, 1963, Vol. I, pp. 141, 142.
37. See ch. 23 below.
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century, the figure reached almost 2 million.’® Throughout the 1700s, the
importation of black labour to the English and French Antilles increased
enormously and supplies to Cuba also grew. The above figures symbolize
a radical, though gradual, change in European attitudes towards Africa
which ceased to be a rich source of gold and became, first and foremost, a
reservoir of labour without which many European estates in America could
neither exist nor develop. This change — which was noticeable from the
mid-seventeenth century — had, by the end of that century, become quite
marked. The rapidly developing sugar-cane plantations were the main
factor behind the enormous increase in demand for black labour. This
process had started in Madeira, the Canaries and the Cape Verde Islands —
particularly St Thomas Island — as early as the fifteenth century. It spread
to Brazil in the second half of the sixteenth century, where it developed
on a large scale in the north-eastern region. The Dutch occupation far
from interrupting the process even stimulated it. The situation changed
only when the Dutch were expelled from Brazil and transferred techniques
used in the Brazilian sugar refineries to the islands in the Caribbean,
which gradually became dominated mainly by the French and the English.
Because of keen competition from the islands, the sugar-cane plantations
were pushed into second place in the economic life of Brazil. With gold and
diamond mining in Central Brazil (and from the 1800s, coffee production in
South Brazil), the high demand almost trebled seventeenth-century slave
imports.*

Supplies of slaves to English and French estates in the Caribbean also
increased enormously. In the English colonies, slave imports rose from
263 700 in the seventeenth century to 1 401 300 in the eighteenth. The
situation was similar in the islands occupied by France, with San Domingo
importing the greatest number — almost 790 0oo slaves, mostly direct from
Africa, in the eighteenth century.” The cultivation of sugar cane was also
started in Cuba, with similar consequences regarding labour requirements.
Dutch Surinam and the English and French estates in Central America
and the northern tip of South America also absorbed great numbers of
black slaves. In North America, the tobacco plantations in Virginia and
the rice plantations in Maryland laid the foundations for the further
extension of the slave trade. A marked increase took place there in the
eighteenth century when almost 400000 slaves were brought into the
English colonies.*! Subsequent development of the cotton plantations in
the nineteenth century changed the southern territories of the United
States into a vast area based on a slave economy. In the northern part of
the colonies, dominated by medium- and small-scale grain cultivation,
there was little need to increase the import of slave labour.

38. P. D. Curtin, 1973, p. 259; F. Mauro, 1960, pp. 179, 180.
39. P. D. Curtin, ibid.

40. ibid.

41. Ibid.
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Demand for black labour in the American colonies presented Western
Europe with an unprecendented task. Moreover, it came at a time when
radical political and economic changes were taking place in Europe. During
the second half of the seventeenth century the decline of Spain and Portugal
became increasingly evident. Holland, then at the peak of its power,
started to be slowly ousted by England and France whose economies were
developing rapidly. From the late 1600s England and France had had more
and more influence regarding the character and pace of white expansion in
Africa, while the Spaniards and even the Dutch came to play marginal
roles. Wlth the Portuguese, their progress inthe conquest of Angola allowed
them to retain an advantageous posmon in this important zone of the slave
trade. :

In the seventeenth century, Holland England and subsequently France,
as well as certain other countries, set up companies for trading w1th
Africa and for transporting slaves to America. Thus resources began to be
concentrated to this end. The companies obtained from their governments
monopoly rights for trading with Africa and were therefore able to control
prices. In return, they were obliged to build new forts and to maintain the
old ones protecting the European trading posts on the coasts. The European
position in Africa was therefore buttressed by the English, Dutch and
French companies. The number of European forts increased greatly during
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, partlcularly on the Gold Coast
and nearby.

Meanwhile, whites in Africa were at loggerheads among themselves.
Their rxvalrles did not merely echo the rxvalry of the Great Powers in
Europe. The traders and trading companies were striving to obtain the
most convenient trading posts on the African coast. They did so in time
of war, and there were frequent changes in possession among the diverse
rival European groups, each of which was supported by its own government. -
The governments which backed the companies were interested specifically -
in the development of the American plantations based upon black labour
and in increasing their profits from the slave trade. It was, therefore,
unthinkable for the Great Powers, and also certain weaker, European
countries, to leave Africa to its own devices Even Sweden, Denmark and .
Prussia med to involve themselves in African affairs w1thout however,
much success and eventually withdrawing. )

The activities of the companles however, were not as fruitful as expected '
Of the English companies, the first two were not particularly active. The
Royal African Company, founded in 1672 and in which the King of England
himself had a share, met with constant difficulties despite controlling a’
large part of African external trade on the western coasts in the last quarter
of the seventeenth century. Its policy met with strong disapproval from
both the American planters in the English colonies and many merchants
in England.*? The planters protected the high slave prices imposed by the

42. D. P. Mannix, 1963, pp. 29-30.
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Company, while those English merchants who were not members of the
Company also craved access to the African coasts and the highly profitable
slave trade. After 1689, the Company’s privileges were gradually curbed
and access to the African trade was granted to others, too. In the mid-
eighteenth century the Company ceased to exist. '

In England an era of free trade with Africa had already begun a few
years earlier. The merchants of Liverpool — which had been for almost
half a century the main centre of what was known as the ‘triangular trade’ —
were the most powerful. The trade operated as follows: the Liverpool
merchants sent their ships with English goods to the African coast to be
traded for slaves; these they transported to America to be sold to planters
in the English, Spanish and Portuguese colonies; in turn, they brought
back colonial goods to England.®® In the eighteenth century the trade
treaties which the English forced from both Spain and Portugal gave them
easy access to Spanish and Portuguese possessions in America. The English
West Indies, Barbados and Jamaica in particular were — during the sev-
enteenth and eighteenth centuries — areas of large-scale, compulsory settle-
ment for Africans brought there to work on the sugar-cane plantations and,
subsequently, on cotton, coffee and other plantations, too.** Both Barbados
and Jamaica sold slaves to the growing number of tobacco and rice planters
in Virginia and Maryland in exchange for grain and other products from
the North American colonies.

The great successes of the Liverpool merchants during the eighteenth
century were made possible — as was realized long ago — through the rapid
industrial development in the English Midlands, particularly of metals in
Birmingham and of textiles in Manchester. The Liverpool merchants were
able to supply Africa — more regularly and more cheaply than could other
Europeans — with knives, weapons and other metal goods, which were in
high demand, as well as with textiles. During the eighteenth century,
England gradually became the power with the greatest economic involve-
ment on the African coast. England’s influence was felt from Senegal to
the boundaries of Cameroon. Though England lost its outposts in Senegal
to France in 1799, its position in the Gambia and Sierra Leone had become
stronger. England also occupied a leading position in the Gold Coast’s
slave trade which had greatly increased since the mid-seventeenth century.
Trade in the Bight of Biafra and the Benin Cape, including Calabar, was
tremendously important: during the eighteenth century the number of
slaves transported far exceeded 1.3 million. Slave exports from Whydah,
Porto Novo, Lagos and other Gold Coast ports also increased enormously.*
It was not only the English who were active there. Though France and
Holland held weaker positions both, particularly France, developed a strong
trade in the Slave Coast — in Senegal and in the region of Cameroon and

43. D. P. Mannix, 1963, pp. 69—74.
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45. P. D. Curtin, 1973, pp. 259, 267.

18



The struggle for snternational trade and its implications for Africa

Loango. The merchants of Nantes were in the forefront of this activity.
Angola, in the late 1600s the most important source of black labour, was
still under Portugal’s influence during the second half of the eighteenth
century and Portugal continued as a large-scale supplier of slaves to Brazil.

Attempts at settlement started on a modest scale with the whites in
Angola. Along the coast, however, from Cape Verde to the Congo, Euro-
pean expansion retained its trading character. European factories and
settlements such as Saint-Louis set up in 1626, were all scattered along the
coast, near convenient bays and usually close to conglomerations inhabited
by Africans. El Mina, Accra, Whydah, Porto Novo, Badagri and both old
and new Calabar — all famous in the eighteenth century — and others were
settlements where white incomers met the blacks who supplied the slaves
and also took European goods. The African rulers mostly reserved for
themselves priority in trading with Europeans, but the role of black traders
was also important. Even in Angola the Portuguese caught few slaves
themselves, using for that purpose local agents who bought or kidnapped
slaves in the interior.

The territorial extent of the slave trade in Africa is difficult to assess.
Herskovits and Harwitz are now thought to be wrong in believing that
only the coastal zone was ravaged.* Undoubtedly the problem was most
painful for the hinterlands of the ports, but information circulated as early
as the sixteenth century concerning the long journeys made by slaves from
their places of origin to the ports. During the large-scale export of Africans
in the eighteenth century, slave-catchers had to penetrate the interior in
order to reach their most important suppliers — the rulers of such powerful
countries as Asante and Dahomey, and traders from Calabar. Their hunting
zone must have been in the very heart of the continent, north of their own
places of residence.*” The old African states, such as Benin or Qyo, were
much less involved. The Congo, which entered a period of complete
disintegration in the eighteenth century, was never an important supplier
of slaves.

The Europeans were not particularly interested at this time in territorial
expansion in Africa (with the exception of Angola). They obtained slaves,
through their factories and numerous bays where, moreover, they sold
their own wares including rum and weapons. Europe was not yet ready to
start the conquest of Africa mostly because of Africa’s harsh climate and
European helplessness in the face of tropical diseases. The early Europeans,
the Brazilians and the North Americans who first made an appearance on
the African continent therefore did everything to win the friendship of the
African rulers by supplying them generously with whatever goods they
wanted. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the community of
interests between the European slave-traders and the slave-suppliers — the
African rulers, dignitaries and traders — became even stronger. It is worth

46. M. J. Herskovits and M. Harwitz, 1964.
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mentioning here that the movement for the abolition of slavery, started in
the second half of the eighteenth century, was strongly resisted in England
not only by the planters of the West Indies but also by merchants in the
metropolis. It also became clear later that the kings of Asante and Dahomey,
and no doubt certain other African rulers, were also definitely opposed to
the abolition of the slave trade.

The main area of European interest in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries was the west coast of Africa. There was little slave-trading on
the eastern coast, and it was not until the eighteenth century that European
slave-traders started to invade that area. The great distance from the east
coast to the American markets made the transport of East Africans to the
New World more difficult though not impossible. Numerous inhabitants
of present-day Mozambique therefore had to face a tragic journey across
the Atlantic to Brazil in particular. P. D. Curtin estimated the numbers
brought to the Americas from central and south-east Africa between 1711
and 1810 at about 810 100, or 24 per cent of the total number of persons
imported.*® There is, however, no information as to the number of those
who came from the eastern coast and its hinterland. Small numbers of
black slaves were exported by the French after they occupied the islands
of Réunion and Mauritius. And in East Africa, the export of slaves to
Arabia, carried on by the subjects of the Imam of Oman, increased during
the eighteenth century. When the centre of this activity shifted from Oman
to Zanzibar, the effects were tragic for the population of East and Central
Africa. It seems, however, that the ravaging raids of the Arab slave-catchers
took place mainly in the nineteenth century.

In North Africa, the Europeans only put an end to the activities of the
Barbary pirates in the cighteenth century, finally depriving them of their
basic source of income. It would be interesting to find out whether this
had any influence on the policies of the ruling élite in Algiers and Tunis —
then deeply involved in the piratical expeditions — particularly concerning
the local native populations.

The expedition to the River Niger in 1591 seems to have had no lasting
effect on Morocco. The conquerors quickly made themselves independent
of their metropolis, and their descendants — the Arma — set up their own
small states which were, however, of short duration. There is no evidence
of any important changes having taken place in the trade between Morocco
and the curve of the Niger. Slaves and small amounts of gold continued
to be exported from West Sudan. The slave trade, however, seems to have
been considerable as, at the turn of the seventeenth century, the sultans of
Morocco possessed an army composed of slaves which, for a certain perlod
also exerted a strong mﬂuence on the country’s polmcs

48. P.D. Curtin, 1973, p. 267, Table 7.2.
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Conclusion

The following may be said of Africa’s external contacts from the sixteenth
to the eighteenth century:

(1)
(2)

3

4)

(5)
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Africa’s west coast and hinterland was the area most strongly involved
with the rest of the world.

Initially, the Europeans were interested in the purchase of African
gold but, from the 1550s, the slave trade became more important. With
slaves, the Europeans were able to foster the economic development of
a large part of America and the Caribbean. The slave trade also
accelerated the accumulation of capital in Europe, particularly in
England, and in Africa.

European expansion in Africa was proto-colonial and was largely
confined to trade. Exchange between the two parties was unbalanced
with the Europeans selling cheap goods in return for huge numbers
of slave labourers. Thus, though at that time the Europeans made
little attempt to conquer Africa, they greatly damaged its demographic
situation.

Africa’s role as a market for European industrial products, as early as
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, has probably been under-
estimated.

The advantages accruing to Africa from these contacts included the
introduction of new crops such as maize, manioc and cassava. This
in no way could have compensated for the huge demographic losses,
let alone the sufferings of large numbers of human beings abducted
to strange lands overseas for hard labour on the plantations.



African political,
economic and
social structures
during this period

P. DIAGNE

Largely as a result of internal factors such as demography and ecology or
under the impact of external forces such as the slave trade, Christianity,
Islam and capitalism, African social, economic and political structures were
continuously transformed between 1500 and 1800. This chapter discusses
these transformations and the new structures that emerged. It will be
evident from this analysis that in most parts of the continent the idea of
timeless African structures or institutions is a historical myth with no real
substance.

New social structures

Islam and Christianity

The first noticeable changes and new structures were social. In the religious
area, European and Middle Eastern philosophies and religions began to
impinge, with Christianity and Islam becoming political forces in new
areas. The religious problem became a crucial one for civilizations which,
by virtue of their own visions of the world, had previously ignored conflicts
of this kind.

Any ground gained by Christianity in the coastal areas of East Africa
during this period was lost with the assassination of Father Congalo da
Silveira, a Portuguese priest who had been trying to bring the Mwene
Mutapa Nogoma under Christian and Portuguese influence in 1560. Islam,
on the other hand, made gains in Ethiopia with the conquests of Ahmad
Graii (1531-5)" and those of the Mai of Borno (Bornu) and the askiyas of
Songhay in the Sahara and Western Sudan.

1. See ch. 24 below.



Aftica from the Sixteenth to the Eighteenth Century

The transition from captive to slave society

The second important change was the replacement in most of Africa of the
black African jonya system by the European and Middle Eastern slave-
owning system.

The janya (from the Mande word jon meamng captlve) was found
mainly in Western Sudan and the Niger—Chad region. A jon (jaam in
Waalo, maccuba in Fulfulde, bay: in Hausa) belonged to a certain lineage.
He was not transferable, he owned the bulk of what he produced and, in
societies in which the system flourished, he belonged to a socio-political
category that was part of the ruling class and thus had a share in the
sovereignty of the state and its political apparatus. Both as a system and a
social class jonya played a considerable and novel role in the states and
empires of Ghana, Takrtur, Mali, Kanem-Borno, Asante, Yoruba and
Mutapa.? The élite of the royal slaves — the Mande jon tigi, the farba of
the Takrur jaami buur and the Hausa sarkin bayi —belonged to the dominant
ruling class in the state and society. They exercised some power, made
fortunes and could even themselves own slaves such as the Mande jombir:
Jjon and the slaves-of-captives of Dahomey.}

Oriental and western slavery, on the other hand, in both its ancient and

later its Western colonial form which gained a hold on eighteenth-century
Africa, set out to base a mode of production on slaves as chattels or
commodities with few rights, to be bought, sold and inherited. Sometimes
they made up the bulk of a society’s labour force, as in the Athenian system
and the colonial plantation slavery of medieval Arabia and post-Columbian
America. Its influence gave rise to a conflict that continued to afflict the
African continent into the twentieth century.
* Increasing instability and contmual warrmg contributed, if only on
demographic grounds, to the rise of jonya in the sixteenth century until it
began to overlap geographically with the slave-owning system and the
colonial form of slavery within the new overlying social structures. Where
Islamic institutions were introduced, as in Songhay, Hausaland and the
East African towns, the two systems were often confused.

With the setting up of Muslim states or emirates — which progresswely
took over Western Sudan through the djihads and the revolutions of
Karamokho Sambegu in Futa Jallon around 1725 and of Sulayman Baal
in Futa Toro in 1775 = Muslim law and tradition was established in the
region. At the same time, the slave-owning system was replacing the jonya.
The founding of the Sokoto caliphate by ‘Uthman dan Fodio at the

2. Macamos were gangs of slaves surrounding the Mwene Mutapa, i.e. they corresponded
to the Sudanic royal captives (furba jon, tonjon or jaams buur).

3. The study of slavery within African societies has been undertaken in several major
works, e.g. S. Miers and I. Kopytoff, 1977. This work reveals the wide range of related
institutions to which the term ‘slavery’ could be applied and attempts to define ‘slavery’ in

the indigenous African context. See also C. Meillassoux, 1975; P. E. Love;oy, 1981; A. G. B.
Fisher and H. G. Fisher, 1970.
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beginning of the nineteenth century further accelerated the process; and
the Islamization of the Saharan Negro—Berbers and their conquest by the
Saharan Arab Hassan kabilas took it a step further, progressively converting
the semi-feudal haragin* (which featured a warlike aristocracy combined
with conquered sedentary peoples), into a more or less slave-owning system.
Jonya did survive, however, amongst the traditional aristocracy of Western
Sudan and the Niger-Chad region, which had suffered little or no Muslim
influence. Until colonial conquest, jonya continued to wield some power
in the Wolof, Sercer, Hausa, Kaneémbu and Yoruba states. The empire of
Segu, with its furba jon, is reminiscent of that of the mansa with their
tonjon. Until colonial conquest the states of Kayor, Siin and Yatenga were
largely controlled by the warrior or administrative ¢lite of the captive class.

The spread of feudal structures

The third change was the spread of feudal structures in either pure or
distorted forms among the agrarian civilizations of Africa.

Feudalism as a political structure, a mode of production or a socio-
economic system entailed not only ties of fealty, vassalage or suzerainty
but, in particular, an opportunity to speculate and to make a profit out of
the means of production. That this right was based on land ownership,
territorial mastery, or control of a person, thing or some means of
production, was unimportant. Property, which dominated European and
Middle Eastern thought, system of government and political and socio-
economic structure, featured in the Western and Eastern feudalisms which
came to bear on the predominantly agrarian civilizations of Africa. Their
influence was to be seen wherever land tenure or control over a territory
led to duties, taxes, land rents, share-cropping systems, tenant farming,
agrxcultural wage labour or land renting.

The socio-economic structures of sub-Saharan Africa differed from those
of Europe and the Middle East and from the feudal system in particular.
There was no speculation in the means of production, even in the class
societies and states of sub-Saharan Africa, because of historical and eco-
logical conditions. Before the advent of Islamic law or the Western-inspired
mailo land system (which introduced a tenancy system into Uganda in
1900), land was not a source of income in black Africa. European-type
ownership, as a right to use and transfer things and even people (that is,
slaves), was almost non-existent. Those who appropriated or passed on a
plot of land or a hunting, fishing or food-gathering area worked on the
basis of user rights which entailed neither lucrative speculation nor the
possibility of sale. Thus sub-Saharan agrarian society gave rise to lamana —
a land tenure system which precluded land-renting, tenant farming and
share-cropping, even though the taxes imposed by the state, the authorities
and the chiefs were levied on agricultural and pastoral production. The

4. Originally serfs.
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mode of production peculiar to black Africa entailed above all production
for consumption. People produced for their own use, without the control
of the means of production.

Interaction between the different social structures gave rise to hybrid,
heterogeneous societies, generally rather poorly described by scholars
blinkered by pre-conceived ideas of history. African society, from the
sixteenth to the eighteenth century, thus contained marginal areas of
debased feudalism mixed with lamana. Feudalism held sway where there
was production for exchange and the /amana system of production for
consumption had been broken down or modified.

In Egypt, the Turkish beylik (beylic) system helped to foster the feudal
system and feudalization. The Ottoman regime took over in Egypt a landed
nobility which had itself established cliental or seigniorial relationships.
This rural aristocracy was protected, as in the Middle Ages in Europe, by
odjaks (Turkish fortresses and garrisons). Great local chiefs ruled the carsh
(ethnic area) and the dwars (tented camps) according to a hierarchical
system. They subordinated khames (vassals, serfs) and small communities
to themselves, as in the case of the Makhzen. In the Sahel and the
Mauritanian Sahara, religious families and djuad (warrior chiefs) took over
and vassalized confederations of small communities under the cloak of
religious brotherhood or by right of conquest. In southern Oran the Awlad
Sidi Shaykh imposed tribute on the Chaamba nomads, who undertook
allegiance to them. The Hassan warriors established the same worma®
(obligations of fealty) over the harasfin and the marabout families north of
the Senegal river, and exacted the muud al~hurum from the Haal-pularen.

The chief Turkish and native dignitaries in the Maghrib were often
granted large estates by the deys which they ran on a tenancy, rental or
share-cropping basis. As in Egypt, the beylik controlled the up-to-date
economic activities, and monopolized manufacturing industry, the mills,
the arsenals, the mint, the building yards and the resources of piracy. It
had a hold over the cereal, oil, salt and textile trades, and controlled the
trade routes (caravan termini and sea-ports) and foreign trade. The guilds
of craftsmen and merchants were under its supervision. The merchant
middle class itself worked as an intermediary for the Ottoman regime.

In the rest of North Africa and northern Ethiopia the feudal system
developed differently because of ecological conditions which in some areas
made land ownership less concentrated. The great beylical estates of the
Maghrib extended over a wide area, and gave rise to the widespread
distribution of azel (fiefs) worked by the khammasat (tenant farming)
system on a one-fifth basis. At the regional level, the pattern was still one
of milk (small family holdings) and carsk (community or group holdings)
but always within the speculative feudal superstructure.

In Egypt and the rest of North Africa some centuries of Graeco-Roman

5. Worma introduced the idea of allegiance or fealty into Takrur languages where such
a bond did not exist.
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rule had already prepared the ground for the transition to feudalism, the
ikta‘ system of the Mamluks. Under the Greek and Roman occupation
these areas had become the granaries of the Imperial regime which had
developed ager publicus and the Colonate there with the help of slave labour
and thoroughly oppressed and exploited peasantry. In the sub-Saharan
region the transition to feudalism took place under outside influence.

", In northern Ethiopia, for instance, there emerged a landed gentry which
created estates. This came about because the Ethiopian nobility subverted
the principles of ambilineal descent and equal partible inheritance thereby
creating among themselves trans-generational ‘families’. They also claimed
properties such as cattle and produce from such land. The economy of the
region was based on plough agriculture, and a significant number of the
emerging nobility were able to hand over their newly acquired estates intact
to their heirs. Also, political office was gradually concentrated within this
group and, hence, the holding of public office became critical to the
accumulation of wealth. Consequently, northern Ethiopia exhibited marked
tendencies towards greater class ditferentiation based on the accumulation
of land property and polmcal power.®

These semi-feudal situations were extended by Christian northern Ethl—
opia to the southern areas where the ketema (garrison towns) were estab-
lished with a neftenia (landed élite) colonizing the gasha (occupied lands).
The gabar (peasant) who worked the lands for the benefit of the landed
élite was, like the fallah (pl., fallakhin), similar to a serf] or at least a tributary
or client obliged to pay the gabir or siso, depending on whether he was a
share-cropper or a tenant farmer.

In the Great Lakes region, especially its southern area which comprises
much of present-day western Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda and Uvira in
north-eastern Zaire, the institutions of clientship constituted a semi-feudal
bond which developed to harmonize the relationship between pastoralists
and agriculturalists. It was a contract between a pastoralist donor, who
provided cattle, and an agriculturalist recipient who put his services and
those of his family and future generations at the disposal of the donor and
his heirs. These contracts differed from society to society and changed over
the years.” In Takrur a surga or dag would agree of his own free will to be
maintained by a rich man or an influential political leader for his own
benefit. Such manifestations of semi-feudal structures cannot apparently
be attributed to external influence but have to be explained in terms of
internal developments.

The main factors contributing to the adoption of the Ottoman feudal
socio-economic system were the spread of the Muslim Emirate with the
advent of the askiya in Western Sudan, the expansion of the empire of the
Islamized Mai of Borno and the introduction of Kur’anic law as a result of
conversion and the Jjihads. In Songhay the askiya kept part of the tra-

6. See ch. 24 below. See also A. Hoben, 1975.
7. E. Mworoha, 1977, chs 3 and 4. See also ch. 26 below.
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ditional socio-economic structure. Like the Ethiopian aristocracy, who
colonized southern Ethiopia, they introduced many innovations to the
lands they conquered. Askiya Muhammad and his successors distributed
concessions after the Mamluk style: they set up skta“ (fiefs) on the kharadj
lands seized from non-Muslims and gave to their favourites not the serfs,

the non-transferable land or their property, but the usufruct of the dutles

taxes and fees payable to the state. The ta’rikhs (chronicles) are full of
details of this kind.

In the emirates the Muslim law of the djihads was adopted, thus implant-
ing more firmly European and Middle-Eastern feudal, semi-feudal or
tributary socio-economic structures. The a/mamia of Futa Toro and Futa
Jallon and the Sokoto caliphate were simply copied from Ottoman land
tenure and taxation systems. The jom leydi (master of the land), the jom
lewre, jom jambere and jom jayngol® (who had the usufruct of the Futa lands)
were progressively absorbed, not into feudal forms of allegiance but into a
feudal-type socio-economic structure. :

The new legal system established under the emirate mtroduced feudal-
type land speculation. The njoldi (symbolic payments® attaching to the
master of the land), kawngal (fishing grounds), yial (hunting grounds), kore
kosam (grazing land) and gobb: (mines), were transformed into annual dues
payable to those in power, and were collected under state supervision. Even
the office of the tax-collector became negotiable for a fee, as did most of
the official posts within the system. Share-cropping, tenant farming and
land rental became the rule. In the Islamized areas the landless peasants,
dispossessed by conquest or the new legal system, became an important
factor. The Sereer refo rekk (serfs), the Takrur, samba remoru, baadolo
and navetaan and the Hausa talakawa emerged as counterparts of the
Mediterranean and Saharan khames, haratin, fallalin and gabas. The leydi
hujja (Fulfulde for land bond) introduced the Ottoman system of land
tenure. The njoldi was the annual ground rent and the cootigu the fee
payable by tenant farmers, share-croppers and sub-tenants. The eastern
Muslim system of land control appeared in the bayti maal or leydi maal
and the leyds janandi which were state-owned, and the habus which belonged
to the religious community. The land was, however, only partly subjected
to Maghribi forms of vassalage. In some cases Makhzen types of tax
exemption were to be found.'” Under the leydi urum allegiance was owed

8. Fom lewre — the first occupant and clearer of the land; jom jambere — a person entitled
to clear the land with an axe; jom jayngol — a person entitled to clear the land by burning.

9. These dues, which were of various kinds (cereals, joints of game, honey beer, chicken,
goat, etc) were originally primarily of ritual significance, i.e. meant as offerings to the ‘spirit
of the place’ that was occupied. They were given on taking possession, sometimes at harvest
time, and most commonly at funerals and ceremonies of succession to the laman, or first
occupant.

10. The Makhzen £abilas were exempted from tax and their lands were under the control
of central authority. In return for this submission, the Makhzen chiefs levied taxes on the
neighbouring kabilas, the raia.
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by means of the worma (bond of fealty), coupled with the muud al-hurum
or muudul horma tax.

From the sixteenth century onwards, socio-economic structures from
different backgrounds were therefore combining. The result was the emerg-
ence of a new social order — an emiral or dominant form of government"!
in which feudal structures were superimposed on the African lamana. This
development of socio-economic structures affected the form of the mansaya
state: in Western Sudan and Nigeria, which were becoming Islamized, the
eastern Muslim institution of the emirate replaced it or was superimposed
on it. In the Gulf of Guinea and Central and East Africa, where Christian
rulers appeared among the Mani Kongo and the Mwene Mutapa, the insti-
tutional influence of Christian feudal monarchy was increasingly apparent.

Architectural and artistic developments

Finally, there were also some important architectural and artistic develop-
ments. The men who built the towns in the Nile valley, the Maghrib,
Sudan and the coast, and erected the Yoruba palaces, the edifice known
today as the Zimbabwe ruins, the houses, palaces and mosques of the East
African coast and the rata surrounding the Hausa cities were at once
architects, masons, decorators and town planners. The round or pyramidal
strong clay or stone huts and the tiered Jolla houses were in the same
architectural traditions as the Koutoubia of Marrakesh, the tomb of the
askiya at Gao and that of the caliphs at Cairo. In the earlier period
great emphasis was placed on good architecture, as witness the ruins of
Awdaghust, Kumbi, Kilwa, Jenne and Axum. After the sixteenth century
new advances in architecture continued to be made, perhaps mainly in
Western Sudan and Nigeria, but the towns of North Africa and the Nile
valley declined with the collapse of their erstwhile prosperity. The askiyas,
however, who carried on the tradition in West Africa, were great builders,
like their Moroccan contemporary, Abu ’I-‘Abbas al-Manstir.

Sonni ‘Ali and Askiya Muhammad resumed the construction of the great
canal running along the River Niger. In Morocco, al-Mansiir’s accession
to power coincided with a definite, if short-lived, vogue for large public
works. The architectural traditions of the Sahel and the Islamic world
nevertheless increasingly spread southwards. Sudanese architectural style,
of which the mosques at Sankore and Jenne were the prototypes, spread
from the sixteenth century. Askiya Muhammad built Tendirma out of
nothing and founded the Sidi Yahya mosque. In this context, large bodies
of masons, cabinet-makers and decorators grew up who, in Western Sudan
and the Maghrlb gave rise to fraternities and castes.

In Ethiopia, the Gondar period (¢.1632~¢.1750) witnessed the develop-
ment of new architectural styles promoted by the court. In Gondar itself

11. The term dominant or emiral regime is used here to denote the hybrid social forms
that emerged in black Africa following contact with Islam; cf. P. Diagne, 1967.

30



African political, economic and social structures during this period

and in other towns, the emperors’ families erected huge and beautiful
palaces, castles, churches and libraries with elaborate interior decorations.
In the Swahili-speaking coastal regions of East Africa major architectural
changes occurred from about 1700 to 1850. New patterns and motifs were
introduced, and the houses themselves were of original designs and great
craftmanship with excellent plaster-carving. Architectural developments
were accompanied by productivity in related fields such as wood-carving,
especially door-carving and furniture-making."

New economic structures

The main new economic structures that developed during this period were
the caste system of production, which replaced the guild or corporation
system; the predatory economy, mainly in North and East Africa; and the
trading-post or entrepot economy, mainly in Central and West Africa.

A craft economy and a caste-and-guild society

Medieval urban civilization had contributed to the division of labour
through the development of crafts, manufacturing and industrial processes.
But in the sixteenth century development was uneven — depending on the
area and the type of society — with different tendencies showing themselves
in the various social contexts.

The civilizations of Western Sudan, the Niger-Chad region and the
Sahara, for instance, developed crafts, manufacturing and industrial activi-
ties on the basis of more or less closed, inbred castes. With the growing
influence of Takriir and the Saharan civilizations, the caste system cry-
stallized, most noticeably in the civilizations of southern Senegal, Mande
territory and Hausaland. The Takrir caste system — and members of it —
migrated to Kayor, Jolof, Siin and Salum. The Mande nyamankala (caste
system) long raised the status of the blacksmith’s trade until the djihads
brought the Takriirians to the area. For example, Sumaguru Kante, who
played a prominent role in the rise to power of the Mansa dynasty and the
state of Mali, was originally a blacksmith. Metalworkers were held in high
esteem among the Fon and Yoruba but there, too, the impact of immi-
gration from Takriir and the Sahara was to upset the prevailing order. In
Songhay, the askiya already governed a society in which the caste system
had developed, become stratified and taken ideological root.

The Torodo revolution at the end of the eighteenth century accentuated
the caste system in Takrur by deepening class divisions. The Sebbe
peasants, the Subalbe fishermen and even the Buruure Fulbe nomadic
herdsmen were progressively debased. They were not identified with the
benangatoobe (sakkeebe or cobblers, wayilbe or blacksmiths or gawlo, griots,

12. See ch. 24 below.
13. J. de V. Allen, 1974. See also P. S. Garlake, 1966.
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etc.), but were subject to segregation among the nangatoobe (upper caste).
The Torodo marabout élite increasingly came to regard as low-caste the
defeated Ceddo and Denyanke aristocracies and everyone except members
of the marabout lineages eligible for high office. In the Negro—Berber
societies of the Sahara, religious, ethnic and racial divisions gradually came
into play in caste hierarchies.

One last striking aspect in the development of craft or industrial organ-
ization concerned state control. In Mediterranean civilizations, the trend
was towards state monopolies in a number of activities, such as weaving,
shipbuilding, arsenals, refining and foreign trade. The black African state
seldom exercised such control, even with the expansion of the armaments
and weapons industries."* One feature of this phase was the contrast
between the versatility of country-dwellers and the marked specialization
of townsmen. In agriculture and stock-breeding the division of labour
and the proliferation of trades and crafts had developed little. Farmers,
fishermen, stock-breeders and hunters remained versatile with each plying
many trades such as blacksmith, basket-maker, mason, woodcutter, carp-
enter, weaver or shoemaker as needed. Sometimes women, or specific age-
groups, specialized in a given type of work — mainly specific trades,
such as metal-; wood- and leather-working, that were implicated in the
development of castes.

State industries also developed, with arsenals for weapons and even for
the building of river- and ocean-going fleets, both in Western Sudan and
on the West Atlantic coast and also in Mediterranean and Indian-Ocean
countries. _

The multiplicity of wars sometimes lent fresh impetus to metal-working.
In the sixteenth century Sonni ‘All reorganized the Songhay arsenals,
setting yearly production targets for the workshops. Egypt became skilled
in metallurgy and produced Damascus steel. Large communities were
engaged in iron-, copper-, gold- and silver-working. The precious-metal
industry in Egypt and North Africa continued to be supplied with gold
from Wadi Allaga in Nubia, Sofala and Western Sudan. The Mande
blacksmiths, organized on a caste basis, exported their techniques to the
new towns that had sprung up as a result of the Atlantic trade. The
Sudanese garassa, tégg and maabo — who made ploughs, axes, swords,
spears, arrowheads and household tools — perfected their techniques and,
by the end of the eighteenth century, were repairing firearms. It was in
this sector that new technologies were most quickly absorbed. Craftsmen
working in gold and silver stimulated trade in the suks (markets) of towns
in the Maghrib, Egypt and Western Sudan. Berber and Wolof jewellers
were outstanding for their gold and jewellery filigree work. The minting
of gold coinage — of long-standing in the north and on the Swahili coast,
particularly at Zanzibar and Kilwa — moved southwards to Nikki. The

14. The large-scale development of state armaments industries in black Africa took place
mainly in the nineteenth century.
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Swahili also manufactured beautiful jewellery and other silver and gold
items. Ceramics gave rise to industries, pottery (like basketry) remaining
a female preserve. The glass industry continued to develop, spreading
throughout Yoruba country, Nupe, Hausaland, Egypt and the Maghrib.
Among the Shona in the Southern Zambezi region, mining technology was
quite advanced with gold- and copper-mining industries sustaining the
economies of the region up to the eighteenth century.!

Leatherworking flourished most in Nigeria, where stock-breeding pro-
vided ample raw materials. Footwear from the new centres of Kano, Zaria
and Abeche competed with the leather goods; and large quantities were
exported from Siyu, in the Lamu archipelago which had become a major
centre of leatherwork by 1700. From the sixteenth to the eighteenth
century, basketry and carpet-weaving also took their place among the
industries of the Niger~Chad region. The manufacture of paper, which
replaced papyrus, developed chiefly in Egypt under the influence of Samar-
kand.!* Sudan did not lag far behind and gradually began to turn out
manuscripts with Kanem producing Kur’ans (Qorans) that were sold
throughout the Muslim world."” Trades associated with the food industry,
which had grown up in the Middle Ages in the northern towns and those
of Western Sudan, also became established in Nigerian cities. North
Africa, particularly Egypt, specialized in growing and refining sugar. The
extraction of olive, palm and groundnut oil, and the butchery, bakery and
grocery trades in general remained cottage industries. In the textile field,
the growing of cotton and the weaving of cotton cloth were well established
on the Zimbabwean Plateau and the Zambezi valley by the sixteenth
century.’® The Swahili city states were also famous for fabrics: Pate, for
example, produced excellent silk,' and cotton was grown, spun and woven.
In Central Africa the raphia cloth of Kongo was renowned from the
fifteenth to the nineteenth centuries.

The predatory economy

Prior to the sixteenth century, long-distance trade had played a major role
in the economy of Africa. This had encouraged high productivity and had
led to the rise of urban civilizations and the forging of strong links between
town and country which had slowly transformed the countryside. Between
1500 and 1800, however, the predatory economy — the outcome of Spanish
and Portuguese expansionism, from 1600 both violent and destructive —
was introduced with the decline of the ports and market towns that had
been enriched by the medieval trans-Saharan trade apparent from 1592

15. D. N. Beach, 1¢80a, pp. 26—30.

16. G. Nachtigal, 1881.

17. G. Nachtigal, 1876.

18. D. N. Beach, 19803, pp. 30—2.

19. G. S. P. Freeman-Grenville, 1962b, p. 142.
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onwards when the Christian kings of Spain and Portugal began expelling
the larze colonics of Jews and Muslims who had settled in the Maghrib
and at Tunis and Algiers.

Spain had oceupied Palma, in the Canary Islands, and had taken Tenerife
in 1495, followed by Melilla in 1496, In 1505 it had established iiself ac
Mars al-Kabir and in the same year the Portugnese had occupied Agadir,
followed by Safl in 1308, In 1500 Cardinal Ximenes had scized Oran and
in the same year Algiers came under Spanish control followed, in 1510, by
Rougle; Tunis Delys, Cherchel and Algiers all paid tribute to Spain. In
1513 Portugal had extended its sway to Azemmiir.

By this time the Arab-Tlerbers and the Ottoman Porte felt compelled to
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oppose European aggression and the corsairs, sailing under the Ottoman
flag, helped to redress the balance of power. In 1514 one of the Barbarossa
brothers, Abu Yisuf, recaptured Djidjelli and Algiers with his brother,
Khayr al-Dm consohdatmg the reconquest. Tunisia and Algeria came
under Ottoman sovereignty once again, and remained so, at least nominally,
until the nineteenth century, despite Charles V of Spain’s expeditions
against them (he was defeated before Algiers in 1541). In 1551 Sinan Pasha
occupied Tripoli in the name of the Ottoman Porte followed by Tunis
in 1574. In the mid-1500s, Morocco asserted its independence having
reconquered Agadir, Safi and Azemmiir from Portugal thanks to the djihad
of the Banii Sa‘ad, founders of the Sharifian dynasty. At al-Makhazen, Aba
’1-‘Abbas al—Mansur, an ally of Queen Elizabeth I of Englana_routed an
army of 20 0oo Portuguese.

Despite their clashes with European powers, the North African states
continued to preserve their freedom but their progress was impeded in
the sixteenth century by the breakdown of the world economic order.
Henceforth, the ports of the Maghrib and North Africa lived mainly by
piracy and on tributes and duties, rather than by trade or new industries.
The main activities of the states were dictated by the logic of the predatory
economy. The Turkish corsairs took the place of the medieval merchant
class in catering for the prosperity of the Ottoman ruling military élite.
The ports of Salé (Morocco), Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli enjoyed the
protection of the privateer fleet which, in the 1600s, enjoyed its golden age
in the Mediterranean. ,

In 1558, thirty-five galleys and twenty-five brigantines were engaged in
piracy from the port of Algiers, a city with a population of only 20 ooo.
Nevertheless, economically it was in a sorry state. In 1580 it was stricken
by famine and lost one-third of its population. It continued to attract
people, however, and, by the eighteenth century, had a population of
100 000, including 25000 Christian slaves. Sixteenth-century Tripoli had
a population of 40000 comprising 3500 Turks, 35000 Arab-Berbers and
2000 Christians. Its corsairs ravaged the Mediterranean — the scene of the
anti-European struggle — and throughout the eighteenth century, too, there
was continual instability in the western Mediterranean. The Ottoman
regencies of Algiers and Tunis were almost constantly at war with one or
other European power with confrontations alternating with treaties. In this
context mercantile capitalism and the merchant class stood to gain nothing.

It is against this background that the Moroccan expedition against
Songhay in Western Sudan should be seen, likewise the djikads which the
Muslim communities of black Africa, influenced by the Maghrib, under-
took against the entrepot economy on the Atlantic coast. The Moroccan
ruler, Abl ’1-‘Abbas al-Mansir — who had defeated the Portuguese —
endeavoured with the conquest of Songhay in 1591 to re-open the gold
and slave routes. In 1593 the capture of Timbuktu made it possible to
bring 1200 slaves across the Sahara. Djudar Pasha’s venture served only
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to hasten the downfall of this trade. It put an end to what was the largest
if not the most powerful empire in Western Sudan in the sixteenth century.

Tripolitania and Egypt were more sheltered from the consequences of
the decline of the Saharan trade and maintained their traditional trans-
Saharan routes. The Ottoman Porte, which was established in Egypt and
at Tripoli, bolstered Kanem-Borno by means of an alliance and deliveries
of arms, and so maintained a flow of north—south trade — vital for its own
supplies — until the nineteenth century,

The societies in this area did not, however, escape the overall decline.
The oriental civilization of which they had become part was decaying. Its
feudal structures did not facilitate the development of the areas it influenced
in the Mediterranean, the Indian Ocean, or the interior — in the Niger—
Chad region and Western Sudan.

The predatory economy, of which piracy in the Mediterranean was a
component, certainly contributed to the halting of economic and tech-
nological growth in the southern Mediterranean. But socio-economic and
political structures also played a part in the stagnation and under-develop-
ment of the area and its hinterland. The decline of Mediterranean Africa
meant the decline of a whole sub-system which played a prominent role in
the economic and political geography of the medieval world.

All the countries of the Nile and East Africa, and those in the Niger—
Chad region and Western Sudan, were affected in differing degrees. As
Chapter 28 on Madagascar reveals, in the western Indian Ocean the years
1680 to 1720 became known as the ‘the period of the pirates’. Countries
in direct contact with the new European hegemonies were physically
disrupted by the predatory economy, although their decline was also
due to their inability to revivify a socio-economic structure increasingly
influenced by the backward East. They were also handicapped by their
inability to quickly establish power relationships that would have saved
them from the unequal balance of trade characteristic of the period.

The decline of the countryside: poverty and insecurity among the
peasantry

The predatory economy caused trade between town and country to stagnate
and therefore affected the relationship between them. Their activities and
produce had been complementary. Towns had broken the closed circle of
subsistence farming, accentuated the division of labour and contained the
seeds of the new society. They had provided the background for scientific
and technological development and the growth of trade and specialized
crafts and industries. They had created new economic, social and cultural
values and represented the forefront of progress. They had given rise to
new production technologies and more sophisticated consumption patterns.
It was urban crafts and industries that had, until then, stimulated large-
scale agriculture, stock-breeding, fishing and hunting and their auxiliary
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industries. They had been responsible for the planting of sugarcane and
cotton on an industrial scale and the growing of dye plants, such as madder,
indigo, saffron and henna, and also perfume plants. Hydraulic installations,
roads and stock-breeding for wool, milk and meat all owed their develop-
ment to the towns.

The sixteenth century, however, brought disruption and crisis to that
world. Urban depopulation brought decline to the rural economy, leading
to widespread poverty among the peasants and the reversion to bush of
large tracts of arable land. Increasingly insecure, the country-folk sought
refuge in the depths of the forest where, cut off from the high-consumption
culture of the towns, they withdrew more and more into family or village
self-sufficiency subsistence farming and production for consumption. The
Maghribi and Egyptian peasant produced olive oil and cereals for himself,
and kept domestic animals. The West Atlantic peasant made palm oil,
planted cassava and yams and learnt to grow bananas and maize. The
farmer-stock-breeders of the savannah filled their barns with rice, millet
and fonio, and made their own karite- (shea butter nut) groundnut- and
palm-oil. Exchange of produce and barter were the main forms of trade.

This rustic life was further disrupted by the slave trade which drained
the peasant population, for, when wars between rival aristocracies no longer
furnished sufficient captives, the gap was bridged by slave-raiding and the
devastation of the countryside, especially south of the Sahara. Depleted of
able-bodied men, the village economy declined: people disappeared from
traditionally inhabited areas and, in some regions, peoples continually on
the run reverted to a migrant economy of hunting and food-gathering with
many moving into the savannah region towards the forest.

Even methods of production regressed. The strong correlation between
innovation, the need for sophisticated techniques and abundant means is
well known; and the general unavailability of resources in the African
countryside accentuated technological regression or stagnation.

The warrior aristocracy drained a great deal of manpower from the land
which, in black Africa in particular, was demographically ruinous for the
country areas. The ruling élites gave up farming and relied instead on
raiding using the services of the freemen and slaves they had captured.

It became more and more burdensome for the peasantry to support these
idle élites particularly in the troubled Western Sudan and Niger—Chad
regions which, with their dry farming and extensive migrant agriculture,
found it increasingly difficult to feed their people. The baadolo, the samba
remoru (poor. peasants of Takriir) and the talakawa (poverty-stricken
farmers and herdsmen of Hausaland and the Niger—Chad area), came to
constitute the great mass of the peasantry in the savannah lands. They led
as hard a life as the Egyptian faliz/in, the Ethiopian gabar and the Saharan
and Maghrlbxan harafins and khames.

The oppression of the African peasantry by the rural and urban élites
increased with the tightening of the fiscal screw on rural farmers. Under
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Turkish Muslim law taxation was increased in the daru khurudj (non-
Islamized) lands. Muslims were made to pay not only the zakat (the only
tax to which a Muslim was liable) but also the kharadj. There was also an
increase in land speculation through share-cropping and tenancy.

As the black market in local taxation rights became widespread in
Muslim countries, the weight of taxation imposed by the élites on the
peasants and rural craftsmen increased. The plundering of wealth and the
capture and enslavement of the peasant masses attained gigantic
proportions. To the galag (tax) payable to the political chief of the Takrur
aristocracy was added the moyal (meaning literally spoliation) which
entitled members of the élite to appropriate wealth wherever possible.

In such a situation the leaders of the dji4ads and the Christian messianic
movements found it easy to enlist the mass support of the peasantry. Men
of religion promised equality and an end to all troubles. They designated
the traditional aristocracies and the Europeans as the disruptive factors and
the causes of social injustice.

From the seventeenth century, the peasantry’s political role increased.
Peasant revolts rooted in the decline of the countryside swept the continent
like a religious revolution, thus paving the way for resistance to colonial
conquest. It was a revolt not of captives or slaves but of the largest, most
heavily exploited class, the small peasants. The Torodo revolution in the
Senegal Futa, supported by the landless samba remoru, was a revolt against
both the muudul horma, imposed by the Moorish kabilas, and the oppressive
eastern Muslim tax system introduced by the Islamized Denyanke aris-
tocracy. The decline and breakdown of rural economies were not always
similar in nature or extent, economic ossification being proportional to the
under-development of the traditional commercial towns and their ruling
classes.

The countries of the Nile and the Indian Ocean

The impact of the predatory economy on the countries of the Nile and the
Indian Ocean was equally disastrous. The East African ports had been
known for their trading activities since the eleventh century. Although not
as important either in size or influence as the Western Sudanese and North
African towns, they nevertheless formed the framework of a substantial
urban commercial civilization in touch with Arabia, Persia, India, China
and the Mediterranean.? The Portuguese invasion set off the progressive
ruin of this urban commercial complex. By 1502 the destructive Portuguese
occupation had begun and in the same year, Kilwa and Zanzibar were
placed under tribute by Portugal. In 1505 Francesco d’Almeida sacked
Kilwa and Mombasa, and then built Fort Santiago at Kilwa. He prohibited
all trade between these towns, and the merchants left for Malindi and the

20. See UNESCO, General History of Africa, Vol. 1V, ch. 18.
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Comoros. Lamu and Pate were occupied. The process of dxsruptlon had
begun.

With the exception of Luanda and Mozamblque none of the stations set
up by the Portuguese and later by the Dutch, English and French was as
big as an average town in Western Sudan or as important even as the
Swahili and East African ports of the tenth to sixteenth centuries.

The entrepét or trading-post economy

While the predatory economy became widespread in the areas bordering
the Mediterranean, the Nile and the Indian Ocean, the entrep6t or trading-
post economy became the structure in the areas bordering the Atlantic
Ocean. Trading entrepots concerned themselves little with creative
business. The new maritime entrep6t towns were fortresses before becom-
ing centres of commercial civilization — scenes of violence and spoliation.

On the Guinea and equatorial coasts, the Portuguese — who established
the entrepdt economy in the sixteenth century — looted more than they
bought. They had little to offer economically: they even imposed tributes
and the goods they exchanged rarely came from their own businesses.
Apart from some wine and iron bars, the Portuguese goods were imported.
It was local and regional produce that was exchanged for gold, slaves,
leather, gum, ivory, amber, yellow civet, cowries, cotton and salt. In the
Gulf of Guinea the Portuguese bought goods from the Akan and resold
them on the Nigerian coast or in the Congo or Angola. In Senegambia,
they took up residence in the ports and became successful local merchants.
In the seventeenth century, when European industry began to produce
textiles and hardware, deflation in the towns became still worse.

The depots contributed nothing to local prosperity. Before 1800,
Albreda, Cacheu, Santiago de Cabo Verde, El Mina, Ketu, Calabar and
San Salvador were the most important depots and none had as many as
5000 inhabitants. The principal feature of the entrepot economy was the
Atlantic slave trade. At the height of the trade none of these depots was
also a centre for complex trading operations in local craft products or a
market place for commercial or entrepreneurial activities of a large native
population. The slave-trade depot was, above all, an instrument of depopu-
lation. Statistics do not agree as to the number of slaves exported or the
number of v1ct1ms of the slave trade in Africa: ﬁgures range from 25 to
200 million.?!

The direct and indirect contribution of the trading-post economy to
world prosperity, however, was considerable. After the opening of the
American mines, the trading posts supplied a substantial part of the world’s
gold and silver. Moreover, the bulk of the labour force which developed
the American continent originated from them. In a word, they kept world
trade going. They were the fountainhead of industry, ﬁnance and European

. See ch. 4 below.
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and international capitalism. France, a leading power in the eighteenth
century, provides one example. Its trade, which in 1716 amounted to 100
million pounds, had grown by 1789 to 400 million pounds. In the same
year it had a trade surplus of 36 million and 57 million pounds respectively.
In 1774 the West Indies alone accounted for 126 million pounds’ worth of
exports to France and 185 million pounds’ worth in 1788. In the same
years, trading-post imports for all Senegambia did not exceed 5 million
pounds.?

The predatory economy, moreover, operated on the basis of one-sided
speculation. Contrary to general supposition, there was no genuine equal
three-way trade until the middle of the eighteenth century. The European
navigators who took up the entrep6t trade — particularly the Portuguese,
as already noted — put nothing into it. European produce amounted to very
little. The iron, copper, textiles and hardware that, in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, were to compete with local products were of little
importance in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The Portuguese
were mainly middlemen. They bought salt, cowries, Senegambian loin-
cloths and local or Indian fabrics on the coast of East Africa, and traded
them for gold, gum, slaves and other goods to export to America or Europe.
They took this trade away from the native merchants.

Thus, when European navigators gained a foothold in the economic
network, they brought normal inter-African trade to a halt and set up their
own monopoly of middlemen operating from the entrepots.  Africans no
longer traded between Saint-Louis and Portendick, Grand Lahou and El
Mina, Angola and Kongo or Sofala and Kilwa. Pombeiros Langados and
tangomaos (middlemen) made the role of the merchant class their exclusive
preserve. The bulk of business was controlled by Portuguese, Spanish,
Dutch, English and French monopoly concerns. The Portuguese middle-
men, who lived either in the trading posts or in the interior, organized the
network of trade on the basis of their markets and Seiras (falrs) and defended
them by force.

This Portuguese network was used by the other maritime powers from
the sixteenth century onwards. The only impediment to monopolistic
control was opposition by African governments when they were capable of
it, and the difficulties and risks the Europeans faced in getting to the slave-
trading points in the interior. It was a period of clashes between the Guinea
coast Langados, middlemen and slave-traders, on the one hand, and the
companies on the other, with the former demanding a free hand in petitions
to Santiago and Gorée. Detailed information is available on trade in the
entrepdt fortresses and the seasonal trading stations from the time of the
Portuguese until the arrival of the Dutch, French and English. It is a story
of violence and continual conflict. The Atlantic and Indian Ocean trading
posts were destroyed, rebuilt and changed hands in a struggle between the
European, Ottoman and Omani maritime powers against the stubborn

22, P. D. Curtin, 1969.
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resistance of local rulers, who levied dues and duties or curva®® that were
cither paid or refused. _

In addition to the risks of the business, the entrepot economy had one
main characteristic: it was not conducive to the rise of a merchant class
such as might have created on the coast something comparable to the
achievement of the long-distance trade which thrived on the integration of
town and country and the growth of crafts, manufacturing and industry.
In the trading posts, apart from the European merchants, most people
were laptos (native interpreters). In 1582, out of the 15000 inhabitants of
Santiago and Fogo, 13400 were slaves and 1600 were Europeans who
controlled the economy. Before the nineteenth century,? the Atlantic
trading posts, with the exception of the Loango coast, had no category of
native slave-traders such as had operated in Kilwa, Mogadishu, Mombasa
and the Mediterranean ports.

Finally, the technological innovations that revolutionized Europe had
little impact. The African economy suffered most from competition from
European industry and business. From the eighteenth century onwards,
European traders ruined the native crafts and industries of the coast by
wrecking the traditional networks. By cornering the ports they paralysed
the links between the coast and the interior. Thus the European states
which annexed the coastal areas demarcated Portuguese, Dutch, French
and English spheres of influence even before the colonial conquest, and
determined their development and political geography in the eighteenth
century. From Moroccan expansion into Songhay to the shifting fortunes
of the internecine wars in Western Sudan, most upheavals on the African
political scene originated in the process of dlsruptlon set off by the European
hegemonies in the sixteenth century.

New political structures

The African political scene had already reached a state of balance and
stability in the period between the twelfth and sixteenth centuries. In the
sixteenth century, Mediterranean Africa constituted a sub-system within
Arab—Ottoman sovereignty, Morocco, Ifrikiya and Tripolitania being one
area of it. Egypt was an entity on its own. The Nile area, consisting of
Nubia and Ethiopia, linked to the south with the Great Lakes state of
Bunyoro—Kitara, the Swahili city states and Southern Zambezi which, in
the late sixteenth century, was dominated by the state of Mutapa. Southern
Africa as yet had few state structures. In Central Africa one system was
dominated by the Kongo and Tio states, another by the Luba state. But
the peoples in the forests had no state structures. Western Sudan and the
Niger—Chad region adjoined each other, with ever-changing borders. Both
were in contact with Nubia and Ethiopia.

23. Curva in areas under Portuguese control, and duty in English-speaking regions.

24. P. Diagne, 1976.
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The development of the political map was to reflect external pressure
and its repercussions. The internecine wars which played havoc with the
political scene shattered the existing boundaries and balance of power.
New states emerged: either those which were best-armed, such as Kanem—
Borno, or those with most outlets to the sea, such as Kayor in Senegambia,
Dahomey in the Gulf of Guinea, Angola in Central Africa and Changamire
in Southern Zambezi.

The character of the African state itself altered. Huge areas without
rulers or sovereigns and hitherto peopled by farmers, nomadic herdsmen
and hunters, were conquered and turned into states with centralized struc-
tures. The village structures of Bantu Africa, and also of the Kabyle or
Saharan Berbers, was replaced by the Maghribi Makhzen, the autocratic
black African mansaya or farinya,” Ottoman beylik feudalism or the Muslim
emirate. Political power increasingly passed out of the hands of the clan
and ethnic community chiefs and laman (territorial chiefs) and into those
of the political aristocracies of the mansaya, the landed nobility of the
neftenia, the Maghribi beylik and sultanate, the Sudanese emirate or even
the mani (Christianized Bantu kings) surrounded, European-fashion, by
their princes, counts and chamberlains.

From the sixteenth century onwards, political life centred increasingly
around the coastal areas, the privateering ports and the trading posts. The
aristocracies collected tithes from them. African governments had revenue
departments to tax foreign trade. The Mediterranean alcaids had their
counterparts in the alkaati, alkaali or simply alcaids of Gorée, Portudal,
San Salvador, Sofala and Kilwa. Many treaties were concluded in an
attempt to codify this taxation system. Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria and
Tripolitania signed many trade agreements and short-lived treaties of
friendship with the Europeans and even the Americans. In 1780 a war
between Morocco and Spain was ended by the Treaty of Aranjuez, which
redefined their borders and codified their trade relations. About the same
time, Algeria was at war with the United States of America and compelled
it to pay ransom to the pirates: the United States of America also paid
Morocco 10000 dollars for the same reason. From 1796, they paid 83 ooo
dollars a year to Tripoli, and also paid 21 coo doliars to Algiers in 1797, in
addition to 642 0oo dollars for the freeing of some of their nationals.

- At Saint-Louis in Senegambia at the end of the eighteenth century, the
aristocracies shared between them 50 0oo pounds — one-tenth of the budget
of a colony that derived its revenue from foreign trade. In the sixteenth

25. Farinya comes from Fari and Pharaoh meaning ruler in Soninke, Mande, etc. The
Mande mansaya was a socio-political system, whose dominant ruling class was a polyarchy
composed of an élite of laymen or priests, freemen or slaves, caste or guild members,
noblemen or commoners. It was financed by the taxes which those controlling the machinery
of government levied on trade and produce. It was not a landed aristocracy or proprietor
class whose appropriations of the means of production entitled them to a share of the
surplus wealth generated.
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century, the Portuguese required tribute to be paid to them in the Swahili
ports of Sofala, Kilwa and Mombasa.

It took wars, the destruction of trading posts (as the Zimba did in
Mozambique in the sixteenth century) and prohibitions on trade (as often
happened in Senegambia, Angola and the Kongo) to persuade the European
powers and their merchants to resume paying taxes. But these more or less
regular sources of income were the cause of wars among the aristocracies
and ruling classes throughout the continent.

Political entities were predominantly areas in which a balance had
been achieved and which had developed in relation to their domestic
circumstances. They varied in size and in the stability of their frontiers
and governments. Some were to remain unchanged until the colonial
conquest. Some were confederations of states and others unitary states or
chiefdoms with limited jurisdiction. Sometimes they were a clan, or an
independent Jamana in which the first occupants lived a completely auton-
omous existence. .

The instability introduced by the predatory and entrep6t economies
thus set the pattern, from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century, for states
and economies which could no longer base their economic, social and
political development on a foundation of order and cohesiveness.
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Population movements and
emergence of new
socio-political forms

in Africa

J. VANSINA

The nature of population mobility

One of the main ways in which the history of precolonial Africa differs
from the history of Europe and most of Asia is in population mobility,
especially the mobility of farmers. African farmers, working with tropical
and subtropical soils, were much more mobile than farmers in Europe or
Asia who practised intensive agriculture, renewing the fertility of the same
plot of land year after year. This could not be done over most of Africa
and agriculture had to be extensive, moving from field to field each year.
This resulted in a population not tied to definite plots of land but more
mobile than elsewhere. It was the same with the pastoralists, although their
techniques of coping with the environment were more comparable with
those used by Asians — especially central Asians — and with transhumance
in Europe. Nevertheless, population mobility is a basic characteristic to be
considered in any study or reconstruction of Africa’s past, and its influence
on both societies and cultures must be carefully assessed.!

This volume gives evidence of many migrations from the trekboere at
the Cape to the Somali and Oromo in the Horn of Africa, to the Ngbandi
of Ubangi,? the Jaga in Central Africa, the Tuareg in the Niger bend, the
Manein Sierra Leone, the Fulbe all over West Africa and all the populations
of Madagascar. It may seem that between 1500 and 1800 nobody remained
in the same place. By the late sixteenth century Portuguese reporters were
already speculating that the Mane, Jaga, Zimba and Oromo migrations
from West, Central and East Africa were all related.” They were caused,
said the Portuguese, by a single mass of vagabonds. Migrants, they felt,

1. The bibliography of population mobility in Africa is congruent with the bibliography
of African history itself. In this chapter, references will be made mostly to other chapters
in this volume and their bibliographies should be consulted for further study.

2. H. Burssens, 1958, p. 43.

3. As late as 1883, A. Merensky still airs such views. He linked Oromo migrations to
Jaga, Fulbe and Zimba movements — but not to those of the Mane —-and claimed furthermore
that the Zimba were responsible for the immigration of south-eastern Bantu speakers south
of the Limpopo! As a Transvaal missionary his speculations reflect the Boer claims in
South Africa. Sources such as these have left the impression that the sixteenth century saw
a huge upheaval in sub-Saharan Africa. This impression is false, a product of the conflation
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were the antithesis of a settled, well-regulated life: they were barbarians as
opposed to civilized people. As late as 1963, a trace of this stereotyped
attitude still exists in Trevor Roper’s dismissal of African history as
the ‘meaningless gyrations of barbaric tribes’.* Although the stereotype
coalesced in the sixteenth century, a discussion of population movement
could be placed in any of the volumes of this history. We shall see that,
continent-wide, it was no more characteristic of the period 1500 to 1800,
than any other.

Much of the history of Africa was understood until recently as a ‘saga
of unrelenting migration’,’ comparable to the historiography of the great
Germanic invasion that destroyed the Roman empire and left epithets such
as ‘Vandal’ or ‘Hun’ in their wake. Apart from being derogatory, this
conception also reduced all population movement to migration only, and
mass migration at that — a view which has thoroughly confused the
understanding of what happened in different cases.

‘Migration’ means the movement of a population from one country to
settle in another. In zoology it means also the seasonal movement of
populations but when speaking of people the correct term for this is
‘transhumance’. So much for dictionary definitions. Migration is a concept
expressing a relationship between people, space and time implying an
alteration in this relationship. In this very general sense we speak of
population movement and not of migration proper. Hence the causes have
to do with the organization of space, either because the ratio of people
to resources alters — through, for example, overpopulation or climatic
catastrophe — or because people reorganize space and its resources on a
relatively large scale. The prominent large-scale spatial organizations in
Africa were states and trading networks.

Just as Europeans stressed migration, so did Africans in their oral
traditions. Many speculated cosmological origins and told of founders or
populations who came from elsewhere — a place of genesis. There was also
a countervailing stereotype that people emerged from the soil and were thus
owners of the land. But it was the first concept that fuelled the preconceived
ideas already held by foreign scholars who envisaged constant invasions
with peoples pushing each other around like billiard balls on a billiard
table. With each conquest a new wave of refugees (restvolker) was sent out
in search of a haven in some remote area, or perhaps themselves to disturb
yet other populations. Ratzel incorporated in the very foundations of
modern anthropology the notion that migration alone explained cultural
and social similarities. Later the Kulturkreise school viewed cultures as
mixes involving layers of pristine cultures: and resulting from countless

of data to suit subjective world views. For a general critique of this historiographical
tradition cf. J. C. Miller, 1973, pp. 122-6.

4. T. Roper, 1963.

5. P. E. H. Hair, 1967.
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migrations Through Frobenius and Baumann these ideas found their way
into African studies.

But the commonly held view that Africans were forever on the move
does not hold, despite all the evidence of migrations. In a crucial article,
Hair documented the remarkable ‘stability’ of all the coastal languages
from Senegal to the Cameroons,® and this stability can be seen in most
farming societies on the continent after 1500. The temptation now is to
dismiss all migrations as figments of the imagination and to deny the very
real mobility of both individuals and groups — for linguistic or cultural
stability does not entail 1mmob111ty

Like the concept of ¢ mlgratlon the notion of ‘stability’ in this context
involves people, space and time and stresses the absence of change. But
both concepts are generalizations — approximations of real occurrences in
the past whose particulars are deleted. They are also relative concepts.
Given a large enough area, such as the lands east and north of the White
Nile, the migration of such people as the Jie’ becomes a stability, a mere
adaptation of people to the requirements of the land and its climate. At
the other extreme, any displacement of a village ten kilometres away can
become a migration. It is the same with time. When people drift over many
centuries, and huge periods of time are taken as a unit, migrations appear
where smaller temporal units would not show them. The Bantu migration,
which extended over perhaps two millennia, is such an example. And the
number of people required to move before the label migration can be
applied varies from individuals to communities. In this essay the term
mlgratlon will always apply to the movement of communities at least the
size of villages.

Hence to understand the historical record we must ﬁrst deal with
normality: the usual movements of people in the making of their livelihood.
With this background we can then better understand the unusual and
the abnormal and discuss the different processes by which population
movement actually occurs. Then we can turn to the kinds of evidence that
survive about such unusual movements and conclude with an overview of
ma;or movements in Africa between 1500 and 1800 as they are discussed
in the chapters to follow.

Mobility and land use

As there are four main ways to exploit the envxronmcnt for. food pro-
duction — hunting and gathering, the herding of domestic animals, agric-
ulture and fishing — so there are four main patterns of usual movement
associated with these activities. Because they are normal, usual and do not
lead to the displacement of communities over space, they cannot be called
population movements, let alone migrations. ‘

6. P. E. H. Hair, 1967.
7. J. E. Lamphear, 1976.
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Hunters and gatherers roam a range which is fairly stable as long as the
population density is adapted to the requirements of the way of life. Such
people, organized in camps, need a range and must frequently move their
camps within it, usually once every two weeks as is known from the Ituri
pygmies® and the Kung San in Botswana.® This is necessary both to follow
game and to find clusters of suitable vegetal food. With seasonal variation
comes variation of movement. In the forest this is most obvious during the
honey-gathering season; while in the near desert of the Kalahari, for
instance, the movements of mammals towards or away from water-holes,
as well as the fruiting of trees, dictate such annual movements. The mobility
is high, yet such populations can sometimes remain stable for long periods,
exploiting the range over and over again.

Herders are also mobile. The animals on which they depend need water,
grass and salt and the availability of these commodities varies with the
seasons, In the Sahara, for instance, nomads typically live near the edge of
the desert or major oases during the dry part of the year and spread far
and wide over the desert when the rains come.’” Their movements are
called transhumance and they often followed the same routes year after
year. In regions with extremely low populations and particularly erratic
rainfall, such as northern Fezzan, the same routes were not followed each
year but the transhumance patterns were still regular when viewed over a
decade or more."! Such movements could involve enormous distances for
camel herders, such as the Rigeibat of the western Sahara, and often
implied complex reciprocal movements between nomads herding different
kinds of stock, according to the various requirements of camels, goats,
cattle and sheep. Thus the ranges of the Tuareg and the Fulbe overlapped
in the Sahel just as those of the cattle-keeping nomads (Bakkara) in the
Sudan overlapped with those of camel-herders, such as the Kabibish,
further north. Moreover, nomads also cultivated a few crops and exchanged
food with specialized hunters or gatherers where they existed — as did the
eighteenth-century trekboere in South Africa. Otherwise they relied on
vegetal food produced by farmers, so that at the edge of their ranges there
had to be agricultural settlements. Thus space was exploited in various
ways by different complementary groups, each with its own mobility over
the same area. Herding, however, was more susceptible than hunting or
gathering to climatic fluctuation, especially to short-term changes. In recent
droughts, the hunter-gatherer San did not have to alter greatly their
movements over the range, but the neighbouring Tswana farmers and
stockbreeders suffered famine. There is evidence that some groups, such

8. C. M. Turnbull, 1961, 1966; P. Schebesta, 1952; R. B. Lee, 1968 and 1979. See
also L. Demesse, 1978, 1980. M. Sahlins, 1972, demonstrated the relative security and
affluence of this way of life, a fact with obvious historical consequences.

9. UNESCO, 1963, and E. E. Evans-Pritchard, 1940.

10. ibid.
11. A. Cauneille, 1957.
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as the Khoi herders near the Kalahari, would become hunter-gatherers
(San) during such times. But although herding was sensitive to variations
in rainfall; the effects of drought were less dramatic than on farmmg,
especially cereal farming.

Farmers were also mobile because they moved from field to field. Because
soil fertility was restored by means of fallow regeneration, new fields had
to be made each year to rest the exhausted soil. Villages had to move
whenever the fields became too far from their homes. In recent times this
has occurred every ten years on average, with some cycles as short as five
years or as long as twenty. Favourite locales, with a combination of
irrigation and the annual deposition of rich silt, were rare. Ancient Egypt
was such an example and oasis agriculture developed from such practices.
These farmers did not have to move from field to field and the population
was quite stable. Apart from Egypt, and the belt of wet-rice cultivation on
the western Guinea coast, permanent fields were extremely rare in Africa
because methods of intensive fertilization could not usually be efficiently
developed.

Most villages moved. But their movements were more or less circular
over a stable territory, again given low densities of population. Mobility
may have been greater before the introduction of cassava as a staple crop
round about 1600. Moreover, mobility and direction of movement were
not dependent on the state of the soils alone. In many cases — including
for instance all the villages of the tropical rainforest in central Africa —
farmers relied equally on trapping and hunting, with some gathering too.
This meant that, as with the Nzabi of Gabon, the next siting of the village
could be dictated as much by the needs of trappers as farmers.'? Complex
patterns of movement, but always in the same territory, could result. The
greatest menace to this way of life was climatic variation: not enough rain,
or too much, could destroy the year’s crop. Moreover, the exact timing of
the rains was crucial and even near the well-watered equator there could
be famine. Thus at Loango near Pointe-Noire in Congo it was not the lack
of rain that was feared but the timing. To have no rain after planting was
a disaster and so was continuous rain which prevented planting. ‘Normal’
years were comparatively rare. Every five years or so the farmer in Zambia®®
had to expect drought, so he had to build up reserves each year in
preparation. The frequency of drought was higher in regions close to the
deserts but nowhere was it negligible. In most cases two successive years
of drought brought a shortage of food and three could mean famine, despite
other food-gathering activities which rapidly gave out where population
densities were too high.

In short, for farmers as for herders or gatherers there were limits to
population densities and there were optimal densities which varied with
the environment — or the micro-environment. Soils, rainfall, topography

12. G. Dupré, 1982.
13. J. Allan, 1965.
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and supplementary sources of food all had to be taken into account, as did
existing technology and arrangements for the sharing or other distribution
of food. The ratio of land to farmers could change without dramatic impact
provided technology changed. Otherwise inward or outward movement
was the mechanism used to adjust population density to land and vice
versa. Qutright population control was yet another mechanism.

Fishermen lived in fixed sites and their settlements rarely moved. Yet
seasonal changes in the levels of the rivers forced them to undertake
expeditions, sometimes of hundreds of kilometres as on the Zaire or Kasai
rivers, to live in camps on sandbars while leaving their families at home.
This pattern was most typical of the Zaire, Niger and Benue basins and
provided the model for migratory movement. Stability was greatest on the
shores of the oceans or the great lakes. Because they had boats fishermen
had a cheap means of transport by water, and this turned many into traders,
mediating between different land groups. Also, they could easily move
themselves and their belongings to sites far away, if they felt so inclined.
Thus fishermen, who needed to move least of all, were as well prepared to
do so as hunter-gatherers or herders and could do so more easily.

So far, we have only considered the major factors involved in usual
movement. Where symbiosis was more developed or economies were
complex, the patterns and requirements for siting territory were also more
complex. Imagine the farming village near the Congo bend that provided
agricultural produce to both fishermen and hunter-gatherers while depend-
ing on them for meat, fish, pottery and perhaps other products. The
movements of both hunters and farmers had to be co-ordinated and could
not take them too far from the fixed points of the fishing villages. Moreover,
as communal mobility was part of the way of life it obviously allowed
people to move for other reasons than the requirements of land use. High
mortality, quarrels or defensive needs easily led to a decision to move,
especially among the farming population which, unlike herders, did not
depend on fixed poles of transhumance during a few crucial weeks every
year. This facility they shared with the hunter-gatherers even while para-
doxically lacking the transport of the herders and fishermen.

Apart from collective movements, there was usually much individual
mobility. Women often married into foreign villages; sons went to live with
their mother’s kin; slaves, pawnbrokers, traders and pilgrims, reputed
medicine men, hunters and even other rare specialists were often on the
road. The mobility of individuals in Africa was at least equal to that
obtaining in most parts of the world and the stereotyped idea of untouched
ethnic groups is as false as the one of perennial wandering.

Although the following sections deal only with movements by a com-
munity in an unusual fashion, it should be stressed that the boundary
between usual and unusual movement for individuals was much more
tenuous, even though the resulting population displacements could be
spectacular. The sale of slaves after 1660 could be seen as a usual event
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with individuals moving. Yet the slave trade to the Americas was certainly
the largest single demographic movement in Africa. Even the sale of slaves
and their removal to North Africa and beyond, although possibly more
than ten times smaller than the Atlantic slave trade, was still more important
than any other movement of populatlon wrthm the continent, except
perhaps the most massive migrations.

Urbanization also represents movement of populatron By 1300, the
population of Zimbabwe city'* could have been 10000. If so, it was the
product of an internal migration that had absorbed a hundred villages.
When Zimbabwe had to be abandoned, because its soils were exhausted
and a permanent settlement could no longer be maintained,'® the dispersal
of its people to villages represents an equally important population move-
ment.'® But urbanization and the slave trade apart, there is very little
evidence of such individual or even small family movements and more will
only be known about them if and when it becomes possible to calculate
population densities as they varied decade by decade and area by area. But
such movements did exist and historians should never forget the possibility
that individual mobility alone could build up or deplete population densit-
ies. Population increases have always been seen as an effect of natural
increase but immigration is just as likely to have played a role, with the
reverse holding for a decrease of population.

Processes of unusual movements of population

Unusual population movements by communities fall into two major
groups — drift and migration. Drift is gradual, slow movement, an extension
of the usual patterns of mobility and food production into new territory.
Sudden movement, which departs sharply from the usual mobility and
productive activities, is called migration. Drift does not ordinarily entail
the desertion of the original settlements, although it may eventually.
Migration, on the other hand, ordinarily means abandoning the territory
of origin. Both drift and migration encompass several distinct processes.
Drift is called expansion when it enlarges a territory held by a group and
diaspora when it is discontinuous and new distinct settlement results.

14. D. N. Beach, 198ca.

15. P.S. Garlake, 1973; D. N. Beach, 1980. This is a cogent illustration of the constraints
imposed on forms of settlement by shifting agriculture and herding on natural grazing
grounds.

16. A clear case of considerable individual mobility leading to the re-ordering of the
population over a landscape, is not only the growth of the early city of Jenne-Jeno, Mali,
from about — 200 onwards and especially after + 250, but its decline after + 1000 which
was concurrent with the rise of Jenne city only some three kilometres away. Smaller satellite
settlements grew along with Jenne-Jeno, with a certain time lag, and declined before the
city itself was abandoned by +1400. The whole site-territory of Jenne-Jeno and of Jenne
city, dramatically shows the effects of individual mobility over this small portion of space.
Cf. R. J. McIntosh and S. Keech-McIntosh, 1982.
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Migration will be called mass migration when it occurs on a large scale
involving a whole people; band migration when it concerns only a fraction
of the population, usually warriors on the rampage; and élite migration
when it involves minute groups, sometimes even individuals, whose immi-
gration leads to changes of great significance in the host society. Elite
migration is almost an individual movement but it must be included here
because of its effects, its frequency and the claims made for it as a form of
migration.

The number of people involved in such movements, their duration, the
distance travelled, the motivations which triggered them — including push
factors (factors which induce or force people to emigrate) and pull factors
(factors w